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THe Councin MEETING. 

Last week’s Council meeting was not only very 
interesting, but in one respect exceedingly impor- 
tant. By far the most momentous portion of the 
proceedings commenced early in the meeting with 
the appearance of Major-General Smith. It is quite 
a new thing for the Director-General of the Army 
Veterinary Service to enter our Council Chamber 
as the delegate of the War Minister, and publicly 
consult the R.C.V.S. regarding military veterinary 
matters, and on this account ouly Major-General 
Smith would have been welcome. He must have 
been doubly so coming, as he did, as the bearer of 
proposals for the employment of our profession by 
the State on a scale hitherto unprecedented, and 
on lines which appear altogether commendable. 

Care must be taken to keep the two schemes 
which the General laid before the Council perfectly 
separate and distinct. The first is to provide the 
country with a reserve force of veterinary surgeons 
who have had military training, and who could be 
called upon, if necessary, for active service abroad, 
which they would perforin upon the footing of 
officers in the Army Veterinary Service. The 
second and more complicated one proposes the for- 
mation of a completely organised Veterinary Corps, 
under solely veterinary direction, for the new Terri- 
torial Army. 


This second scheme is as yet unofficial—it will 
not be laid before the authorities until the views of 
our Council have been considered. For the details 
of both schemes, we must refer our readers to the 
admirable exposition given by the Director-General, 
who fully deserved the compliments he received 
upon the lucid manner in which he dealt with a 
decidedly complex subject. Generally speaking, we 
can only regard the whole movement with unquali- 
fied approval. 

Many details will require consideration, but the 
broad principles of both schemes appear highly com- 
mendable ; and it is obvious that, in arranging minor 
Points, full regard will be paid to the views of the 
— It is also obvious that years must 
ms Pse belore the plans outlined by General Smith 
an take full effect. In the meantime, we must 


> nated the Director-General’s presence in the 
ao and the general nature of the pro- 
reeognit rought, as perhaps the most striking 

guition of the value of veterinary services that 





has ever emanated from a Government Depart- 
ment. 

The Parliamentary Committee, as usual, was 
much in evidence, and some of its work is very im- 
portant. A small sub-committee has been em- 
powered to actin the name of the Council in all 
urgent matters arising under the Rules Publication 
Act. Mr. Garnett briefly explained the reason for 
this step, and though it certainly places great power 
and responsibility in the bands of a very few 
members of Council, there appears no doubt that 
it was necessary. 

Mr. Villar has suceeeded in the undertaking 
which he initiated last October, and the Council 
have unanimously passed a resolution, which will 
be forwarded to various authorities, urging the 
scheduling of tuberculosis as a notifiable disease in 
the case of milch cows, and the prohibition of the 
sale of milk from such animals. This was only to 
be expected from the R.C.V.S., but some of the 
members were probably surprised to hear that a 
local Corporation in the North of England is inde- 
pendently seeking powers for the notification of 
clinical tuberculosis in its own district. The Black- 
burn Corporation is doing this, and the fact affords 
welcome evidence that the country is at last awaken- 
ing to the dangers arising from tuberculous cattle. 
Apparently the Corporation’s Bill does full justice 
to the veterinary profession, and it has, therefore, 
the support of the Council. 

Some correspondence was read regarding a gra- 
duate of the Melbourne Veterinary College, who 
has been appointed by the Government of Victoria 
to inspect stock in England prior to their exporta- 
tion to the Colony, and whom the R.C.Y.S. were 
asked to recognise. So long as this gentleman 
confines himself to examining stock on behalf of his 
own Government the Council will not, and probably 
could not, object; but as the diploma of the Mel- 
bourne College is not recognised as equal to our 
own, it is impossible to place him on the footing of 
an English graduate. It would be regrettable if the 
matter should cause any ill-feeling, but our Council 
could have come to no other decision than that 
foreshadowed by Sir John M’Fadyean, and con- 
firmed by his colleagues at last week’s meeting. 

There are other matters which our space at pre- 
sent will not permit us to dwell upon. 

We had hoped that one of these would have been 
the prospects of our new Act, but there is nothing 
to say about that measure. It is now under con- 
sideration by the Privy Council, who will decide 
whether it shall be adopted as a Government mea- 
sure. We can only wait, therefore, and hope that 
the decision will be favourable to us. 
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(ESOPHAGOTOMY IN THE DOG. 


On the 17th August last an Old English sheep 
dog was brought into the surgery said to have been 
choked with a bone for several days. The symptoms 
exhibited were great distress, difficult breathing, 
increased salivation, and inability to swallow. The 
passing of the probang caused great pain but re- 
vealed the presence of a foreign body in the cesopha- 
gus at the entrance to the chest, which could also 
be felt by external manipulation. 

Seeing the condition the dog was in I decided to 
operate at once. Fixing the animal to the opera- 
ting table I clipped the hair from the side of the 
neck, thoroughly disinfected the skin and ad- 
ministered an anssthetic. Excising the skin for 
about three inches I cut down upon the bone—the 
lumbar vertebra of a sheep—which we got out with 
great difficulty. The transverse processes were so 
deeply embedded in the walls of the cesophagus 
that a strong pair of forceps and a good deal of 
force had to be used before it could be dislodged 
and got through the opening. I stitched up the 
somewhat irregular wound as best I could with 
interrupted catgut sutures, treating the skin ina 
similar fashion. Giving an unfavourable prognosis, 
I ordered the animal to be taken home and kept 
solely on milk diet for a week, and gave an anti- 
septic application for the external wound. The 
instructions were carried out for a day or two, but 
on the third day when the dog broke out and ate 
some solid food withcut showing any visible bad 
effects, the owner took no further trouble, and in- 
formed me a fortnight later that the patient was 
quite recovered. 

The unexpected recovery and the fact that, 
judging from effects, a large and irregular bone, 


such as the lumbar vertebra of a sheep, should 
have passed so fur down the cesophagus without 
lacerating or tearing it, causes me to record the case. 


JAMES FORBES. 
Truro. 








WHEAT AS FOOD FOR HORSES. 


During the winter of 1906-7 I had the oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the trial of a considerable pro- 
portion of wheat in the ration of horses used in 
farm work. The wheat was home-grown, at that 
time very cheap (26/- per quarter of 504lb), and, 
if a fair amount could be safely given, would effect 
economy in saving profits on bought corn. 

The ration was as follows :— 


Wheat Qlb. 
Oats 3lb. 
Maize 3lb. 


Clover mixture 16lb. (about). 
The wheat, oats, and maize were all mixed to- 
gether in the grain and then ground. The clover 


mixture was almost all given in the long state, 
except a small proportion which was chaffed, 
moistened with water, and mixed with the ground 


I advised that the feeding of the full quantity of 
wheat be gradually approached by withdrawing a 
like quantity of oats then being given. My advice 
on this point was not taken, the full quantity was 
suddenly given in the proportion as above—and 
nothing adverse happened. The period covered 
was about five months. It gave every satisfaction, 
saved money, and caused none of the ailments said 
generally to he attendant on the feeding of this 
cereal to horses. During idleness the grain was 
reduced to half the weight. 

The horses worked hard (stiff land); they im- 
proved in condition, and were always “above ” their 
work. I do not mention the ration as an ideal one, 
for I fully recognise its deficiency in fat, otherwise 
it conforms fairly well with the generally accepted 
principles of feeding. 

Iwonder if it is recognised how cheap wheat is 
in ordinary times as compared with oats. For 
instance, wheat at 26/- per quarter of 504lb is equal 
to oats at 16/6 per quarter of 320lb—-the latter 
usually but a poor article at the price. It only 
goes to show that the grower might sometimes, 
according to the state of the market, sell oats with 


greater advantage than wheat. 
Harry Lomas, M.R.C.V.S. 








THE SWINEY LECTURES. * 





HORSES OF THE PAST AND PRESENT. 


VI. 
THe Oricin oF Domestic BRrEEDs (Continued). 


Equus sivalensis—which Mr. R. W. Lydekker 
some years ago thought might be the ancestor of 
the Kiang, and now thinks, may have been that of 
the Arab and thoroughbred—varied so much in size 
that it is thought there were two species: one large, 
measuring from 14 to 15 hands; and the other 
small. The skull of sivalensis was broad, its lower 
jaw thick and convex, its teeth longer thao 
Prejvalsky’s, its metacarpal and metatarsal being 10 
length seven and eight and a half times their width 
respectively—nearly as long as in the famous Eas- 
tern horse Eclipse, whose great-great-grandsire, the 
Darley Arabian, is probably the only pure-bred 
Anazah horse in our stud-book. 

The skull of Equus namadicus was long and its 
milk molars remarkably square. 

The Turkish Horse, though the result of crosses 
of Turcoman, Kurdestan and other Asiatic breeds 
with Arabs, favours the English thoroughbred 10 
vigour and power of endurance rather than the 
docility and beauty of the Arab. Captain M. H. 
Hayes says it has a large coarse head, large intel 
gent eyes, long ears set far back, a long thin nec’ 
moderately high withers, hind quarters deficient ® 
muscle, and legs, long thin and light. This breed 
is cultivated by the Persians, uot by the Turks 0 
Europe. In the same part of Central Asia, horse 





* The first of these digests of lectures by Prof. J. ry 
Ewart, M.D., F.R.S., appeared in our issue ° 
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of a very different type are common —-having short 
bodies, broad brows, thick necks, and strong legs, 
ready for a long and hard day’s work. 

The English Thoroughbred.—Though horses of 
the Arab type had a home in England during the 
first Christian century, and could not be beaten by 
imported Barbs and Turks in the days of good 
(Jueen Bess, thoroughbreds date from the day of 
James I, a lover of the turf. He imported, according 
to the Thoroughbred Stud Book, a hundred and 
seventy-four Eastern sires—89 Arabs, 47 Barbs, 32 
Turks, 6 Persians—and some mares, mostly Barbs 
and Turks. The Arab—bought of Mr. Markham, 
a merchant, for £154 according to a receipt dated 
20th December, 1616, preserved in the Public Record 
Office—disappointed his Majesty, for the Duke of 
Neweastle, in his ‘* New Method of Dressing 
Horses,” published in 1617, says “‘ when he came to 
2un, every Horse Beat him.” 

The Libyan Horse was, according to Professor 
Ridgeway, a bay, prone to stripes on the hind legs 
and back, having a well furnished tail, set high and 
carried Arab fashion, and was remarkably swift 
footed. There is not a scrap of evidence to show 
that the Libyan tribes from the Nile to the Atlantic 
had any horse but cf a small and slender type.” 

Professor Ridgeway says of this breed “ that the 
historical evidence puts it beyond doubt that it 
originated in North Africa, from whence it has grad- 
ually kept spreading northwards and eastwards from 
atleast 1000 B.c. The evidence of its characteristic 
hay colour, the not unfrequent occurrence of stripes 
on its head, body and legs, its dark skin resembling 
that of the zebras, its special fecundity in North 
Africa, all point to it being no mere artificial breed 
formed under domestication by careful selection by 
man, but indicate clearly that it is a distinct variety 
developed during a long succession of time in 
Libya, under conditions similar to those which 
have produced some of the zebras with their finely 
formed limbs, their dark skin and striped bodies. 
The only other’ conceivable alternative is that 
domestic horses from Asia were crossed in North 
Africa with some variety of striped African Equide. 
But as Professor Ewart has now demonstrated the 
sterility of zebra-horse hybrids this alternative must 
be summarily rejected.” 

The Dongola Horse is probably a cross between 
a Prejvalsky ora sivalensis and a Libyan. They 
are bay, black, and white—the black being the 
finest usually with white legs or “ stockings,” a 
ram-like head, and five lumbar vertebra. 

Lhe Shire originated from a cross between 
English mares, and stallions from the Low Coun- 
tries and the banks of the Elbe during Century XIII. 
Professor Ridgeway says ‘ Our best breeds of cart 
horses owe their excellence to the North African 
horses, and that “the black breeds of the world, 
including the English Great Black Horse, an ances- 
tor of the Shire, are the result of mixing African 
blood with that of Europe and Asia. From the 
skulls found at Newstead, Professor Cossar Ewart 
“ees that there were horses of the Shire type in 

rh cd during the first Christian century. With 
| “Usiippearance of armour the large black old- 


English horse, with such a strong tendency to stars 
or blazes on its face that it is almost characteristic, 
was no longer a war horse engaged “ with blare of 
bugle, clamour of men, roll of cannon, and clash 
of arms, and England pouring on her foes,” but 
found its work fully cut out in literally dragging the 
heavy 17th century carriages of the nobility and the 
steady stage coaches along rutty roads, which 
caused all concerned to use anything but elegant 
English. The black horses now used by certain 
regiments of heavy cavalry is this horse, made 
lighter and more active by bluer blood from North 
Africa, the ancestral home of one of the oldest of the 
horse family. 

Clydesdales differ from the Shires in having finer 
heads and limbs, longer pasterns, and being more 
amiable; while the Suffolk Punch with its broad 
head and thick body—which Mr. Herman Biddell 
asserts “has been in the Eastern part of the coun- 
try fora hundred and eighty years; but how much 
longer no one can tell’’—is of the forest type. 
Arthur Young, born in 1740, says this horse was of 
a “sorrel colour, very low in the fore end, had a 
large misshapen head with slouching heavy ears, 
a great carcase and short legs; an uglier horse could 
hardly be viewed.” 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PROLAPSUS OF THE RecTUM IN YounG Pies. 


In these cases in pigs, Dubois especially com- 
mends the procedure which was first introduced by 
Viboug and Stockfleth, viz., inserting a wooden 
tube into the rectum, and applying an elastic liga- 
ture, which slowly divides the intestine. 

Dubois uses an apparatus which differs somewhat 
from that employed by the originators of the method, 
and consists of a hollow wooden cone, about 35 
millimetres long. Its interior is cylindrical, baving 
a uniform diameter of 20 mm. The base of the cone 
has an external diameter of about 30 millimetres, its 
wall being thus 5 millimetres in thickness; while the 
tapered end has a very thin wall—scarcely a milli- 
metre thick. 

Two centimetres from the base a groove is hol- 
lowed round the exterior of the cone for the recep- 
tion of an elastic ligature. The base itself is pierced 
transversely by two holes, which will admit the 
passage of suture threads. 

Dubois divides the prolapsed gut into two por- 
tions by a vertical incision, and then inserts the 
tube, thin end first, into the rectum. He then ap- 
plies a firm ligature of caoutchouc over the prolapse 
at the groove, and excises the tissues behind this. 
He concludes by applying two sutures to the adja- 
cent skin, passing each through one of the holes pro- 
vided at the base of the cone. 

This double suture offers two advantages. By 
causing pain when expulsive efforts are made by the 
animal, it diminishes the force and frequency of 
these ; and it prevents the tube itself being expelled 





before cicatrisation of the edges is complete. 
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Further treatment consists of light food, to which 
a tablespoonful of sodium sulphate may be added 
daily to maintain looseness of the bowels. The 
feeces easily escape through the tube. 

Cicatrisation is complete in five or six days. The 
sutures retaining the tube are then cut, the tube is 
withdrawn, and may serve for another operation. 

Dubois has often practised this method, always 
with the best results. He advises it, therefore, not 
only in the cases of irreducible prolapse so common 
in young pigs, but also in the chronic cases which 
sometimes occur in sows.—Annales de Méd. Vét. 

W. R. C. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Quarterly Meeting of Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the College, 10 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, January 
10th, 1908, the President, Sir John M‘Fadyean, occupy- 
ing the chair. 

The following members of Council were present: 
Maj.-General Thomson, C.B, Col. Duck, C.B., Professors 
Dewar, Mettam, Shave, and Williams ; Messrs. Abson, 
Banham, Barrett, Burt, Carter, Dollar, Fraser, Gar- 
nett, Hunter, Lawson, Mason, MclI. McCall, Mce- 
Kinna, Mulvey, Shipley, Simpson, Stockman, Sumner, 
Trigger, Villar, Wharam, and Wragg ; Mr. G. Thatcher 
(Solicitor), and Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary). 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read : and it having been agreed, at Mr. Garnett’s sug- 
gestion, that the circular issued to the profession with 
regard to the proposed annual registration fee be 
attached to the minutes, they were confirmed. 

Mr. Simpson: Arising out of the minutes, sir, may I 
draw attention to paragraph 5 which deals with the 
Anthrax Order, in which 1 drew attention to the recent 
conviction of a veterinary surgeon. The Minutes say: 
“Sir John M‘Fadyean suggested that a letter should be 
forwarded to the Board of Agriculture to this effect, in 
the event of the appeal which had been nade against 
the magistrates’ interpretation of the Order being un- 
successful.” It may be a little out of order for me to 
speak at this time, but I think I must have been under 
the impression that this was going to be an Appeal to 
the High Court, because the minutes say later on: 
“Mr. Simpson agreed to this proposition, which was 
then put and carried unanimously.” It is well known 
to every member of the Council that this appeal was 
afterwards made to Quarter Sessions. The appeal was 
successful, but I think we shall be advised by our Solici- 
tor that that puts us practically in the same position 
that we were in before—that although the conviction 
which was appealed against was successful, so far as 
we are concerned we do not know but what a prosecu- 
tion might take place against any member of the veteri- 
nary profession to-morrow. So that I should like to 
persevere with the proposition that I made at the last 
quarterly meeting, to the effect that we should repre- 
sent to the Board of Agriculture the danger in which 

members of the profession are placed by taking, in a 
scientific and proper way, such a specimen from a dead 
animal as would enable them to determine whether 
that animal had died from anthrax or not. May I 


therefore, sir, renew my proposition, seeing that this 
anpeal was only made to Quarter Sessions and not to 


having the rule so modified as will enable members of 
the veterinary profession to scientifically investigate as 
to the cause of death of animals presumed to be suffer- 
ing from anthrax. 

The PrestpEntT: [ think so far as the majority of 
of the Council are eoncerned there was no mis- 
understanding. I venture to think that we all under- 
stood that, unless the conviction were sustained, we 
were not to appeal to the Board of Agriculture. (Hear, 
hear.) LIalso do venture to express my own private 
opinion that that is the wisest course of action. [ 
understand that Mr. Simpson is dissatisfied with the 
terms of the existing Order bearing on that point. It 
is possible that they are capable of useful amendment, 
but I think it would require very careful consideration 


-| before we approach the Board of Agriculture to suggest 


that the part of the Order bearing on that matter should 
be amended. I do not know whether Mr. Simpson 
would really advocate that any veterinary surgeon— 
Mr. Stupson: Any qualified member of the profession, 
in the exercise of his profession. 

The PRESIDENT: —would really advocate that any 
veterinary surgeon is to be allowed to mutilate— 

Mr. Smupson: No, I said to take such a specimen as 
would enable him to determine. 

The PRESIDENT : I venture to say that that is rather 
loose phraseology for an Order. For instance, look at 
the obligation which will devolve on the private veteri- 
nary surgeon if heis allowed to do that. Is he obliged 
to notify immediately to the police, or would it not be 
necessary to bind him over to give prompt notice to the 
owner in such a case? It raises a number of important 
questions. 

Mr. Stmpson : In answer to your question, sir, if he 
was armed with the power to take such a specimen as 
would enable him to determine whether an animal died 
from anthrax or not, he would be acting as the employed 
veterinary surgeon to his client who had called him in 
and not be subject to any penalty, and seeing that there 
is no High Conrt decision upon the question he would 
now be liable to prosecution any day. 

The PrestpEnt : I think the whole subject requires 
very careful discussion and thought. 

Mr. Simpson : I am entirely in your hands. 

The PrestDENT: I may point out that the obligation 

which is laid upon the owners of animals with regard to 
anthrax is not to report anthrax but to report suspected 
anthrax, and the law is really violated when the owner 
of an animal that has suddenly died waits for the report 
of bis private veterinary surgeon before he notifies the 
case to the police, and I am not prepared to say that the 
present Order is in that connection unwise ; I think it's 
wise. 
Mr. Simpson : I accept your decision, sir, and I beg 
to assure you that I had not the interest of the client 
in view ; I simply had the safety of the members of the 
veterinary profession. 

The Prestpent : But I beg to point out I have not 
made any decision. ; 

Mr. Stmpson : I think you have said sufficient, si", 
justify mein withdrawing my motion. 

The PrestpeNt: Iam quite willing to put it to the 
meeting ; I should only have suggested that it shoul 
be referred to a Committee, if you had thought it wi 
to proceed with it. 

Mr. Srmpson : I respect your judgment so muc 
that I would rather not persevere with it. 

Mr. Barrett: May I add one word to the remarks 
which have fallen from Mr.Simpson with regard to this 
matter? It is a matter which does not professiona’ 
concern me at the present time ; but inasmuch as | ¥* 
engaged in the anthrax appeal I should like to say ! " 
that I think to a very great extent Mr. Simpson is "5" 


h, sit, 





th: High Court? I now propose that a communication 
be made to the Board of Agriculture with a view to 


Although the appeal was dismissed, which was of course 
a satisfactory conclusion, I cannot but think that, 8° 
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as the veterinary profession is concerned, the Orders 
are not satisfactory, because at any moment a further 
prosecution may arise where an ordinary veterinary 
practitioner cuts the skin of an animal which he believes, 
and which is subsequently proved, to have died from 
anthrax. Of course I wish to concur in the observations 
which have fallen from you, sir, that this Council 
should not ask Parliament or the Board of Agriculture 
hurriedly, without due consideration, to amend an 
Order which is at present in force ; and if you decide 
ona course of that kind I would beg that it should be 
sent to a small committe in order that it may be very 
seriously considered. But it is not satisfactory to find 
that a veterinary surgeon, when called in by a farmer in 
order to advise him scientifically as to the death a par- 
ticular animal, should render himself liable to a prose- 
cution. The case was determined by Quarter Sessions. 
That decision, being a Quarter Sessions decision, would 
not be binding upon a higher court, and would not avail 
you in the event of any other serious matter arising in 
connection with the conduct of a veterinary surgeon. | 
particularly urge upon you not to hastily suggest any 
amendment. Before adopting any language we should 
consider the matter, and take care that the drafting is 
correct and applicable to the case which has arisen. 

The PRESIDENT: There is no motion before the Coun- 
cil, as Mr. Simpson has withdrawn his motion, so that 
we will proceed to the next business. 


OBITUARY. 
The Secretary read the Obituary List, which con- 
tained the names of thirty-three members. 


ABSENTEES. 

The SECRETARY announced that Messrs. W. Bower 
and 8. Locke has sent letters regretting their inability to 
attend the meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
The SecreTary read the following letter :— 


“War Office, London. S.W. 
Dec. 30th, 1907. 

Sir,—I am requested by the Secretary of State for 
War, to bring to the notice of the Veterinary Profession 
two Army schemes at present under consideration, one 
being to provide a Reserve of Veterinary Officers for 
service abroad, the other to provide a Veterinary Service 
for the new Territorial Army. 

The Secretary of State is anxious that the profession 
should be consulted on these questions, and I have 
thought it best, in the first instance, to bring the matter 
to your notice, and ask permission to state the details of 
-of both schemes for the consideration of the Council at 
its next meeting.—-I have the honour: to be, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

(Signed) F. Smirn, Director-General, A.V.S. 

To the President, 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 


The PrestpENT : Thinking that the Council would 
very likely be disposed to accede to Major-General 
Smith’s request, I took it upon myself to ask him to be 
In attendance. He is now downstairs, and I would sug- 
gest that we should hear him. I think the most con- 
venient way of disposing of the business will be to 
have General Smith in now, and then we can prob- 
ably shortly consider the matters which he lays before 
us, and come to whatever decision may commend itself 
to the Council. 

Mr. Barrerr: May I say with regard to this matter 
that of course Iam quite satisfied that Major-General 
Smith should attend before us, but would it not have 

fen more satisfactory if written schemes had been 
placed before the Council? General Smith may use 


the most perfect language, and his explanations may be 





perfectly accurate, but it seems to me that if we had 
a written statement before us it would have been more 
satisfactory. 

The PrestpeNtT: Will you move a resolution ? 

Mr. Barret? : No, sir; I merely give expression to 
that opinion. 

Mr. Mu.tvey: I[ take it that this Council is not ex- 
pected to come toa decision all at once, that Major- 
General Smith will only put before us the statement 
as authorised by the War Office, and then it will be for 
this Council to consider and determine what course of 
action it will take ? 

The PrEstpENT: The Council will take as much time 
as it thinks necessary, but I venture to think we may be 
able to consider it very briefly. Is it the wish of the 
Council that Major-General Smith should be asked to 
address us now ?—-Agreed to. 

(Major-General Smith then entered the Council 
Chamber.) 

The PRESIDENT, addressing Major-General Smith, 
said: The Council have considered your letter of the 
30th December, and will be very glad if you will kindly 
explain the schemes referred to in your letter. 

Major-General SmirH : Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
the South African war demonstrated the extracrdinary 
weakness of this country, both in officers and in person- 
nel, and that was just as evident in the veterinary 
branch of the Service as in the combatant and other 
branches. The result was that, after the campaign had 
concluded, every endeavour was made to probe into the 
source of this weakness, and to endeavour if possible to 
rectify the weakness which existed. It was found that 
there were two things which had to be taken into con- 
sideration. First of all it was necessary that, quite 
apart from the number of officers who belonged to the 
ordinary Veterinary Service, there should be a reserve— 
not a reserve, remember, which is passed from the Army 
Veterinary Service, but a reserve which is quite distinct 
in itself, and a reserve which is taken, as I will show you 
presently on the terms we propose, very early indeed in 
life—-in fact the sooner we can capture the gentlemen 
from the schools the better. The object is to have this 
Reserve so that in the event of hostilities these officers 
will at once come to the Army Veterinary Corps and go 
abroad. I went to make that point quite clear, that the 
reserve of officers which we are asking for is practically 
almost entirely for service abroad. I lay stress upon it, 
because you will remember that Mr. Haldane has a 
scheme before the country at the present time known as 
the Territorial Scheme, and for that we also require a 
Veterinary Service, which is the second but perfectly 
distinct point which I hope to have the opportunity of 
bringing before you to-day. The Territorial Force is 
entirely for home defence ; it is not intended that any 
portion of the Territorial Force should go beyond the 
seas, excepting at theirown consent. On the other hand, 
the reserve of officers which I am asking for now is almost 
entirely for service abroad. If I have made those two 
points clear it will be the first step towards the details 
which I shall have to bring to your notice presently. It 
is not the first time that ascheme has been proposed for 
a reserve of officers. My predecessor in office, whose 
scheme is practically that which I am presenting to you 
to-day, has carefully gone into the matter, both for the 
territorial force and for the reserve of officers. The only 
point I can claim is this, that 1 have urged on the 
authorities that no scheme, either for the Territorial 
Service or for the reserve of officers, shall be put before 
the country without first of all consulting the members 
of the profession. (Hear, hear.) Inasmuch as we have 
to depend entirely upon the support of the profession 
for the successful carrying out of this scheme, the sole 
point I urged was that I should have the opportunity of 
laying it before you before anything wasdone. | am 
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therefore in that position to-day, and in the name of the 
Secretary of State I thank you for the opportunity you 
have given me of coming here and explaining these two 
schemes. 

The scheme which I think I had better first deal with 
is the scheme for the reserve of officers. The intention 
is that throughout the country there shall be Officers’ 
Training Corps organised in connection with schools 
and colleges, that boys even of twelve or thirteen years 
of age shall learn something about military discipline, 
about military systems, shall learn to shoot, but shall 
learn discipline above all things ; that as they grow up 
they will pass into higher schools and into Universities 
where exactly the same system will meet them— that 
there will be in the Universities schools of military in- 
struction. It will sound perhaps to some of you as if 
the intention was to convert the whole country into one 
vast military organisation ; but the idea is to induce the 
whole country to take a considerable interest in the 
question of national defence and to be prepared for 
emergencies. It is during the time that boys are pass- 
ing through the schools and during the time that they 
are passing through the Universities that we are anxious 
to lay the foundation for that particular knowledge on 
which we purpose grafting their special knowledge as 
veterinary surgeons. You will wonder why any course 
of instruction which is necessary for the combatant 
ofticer should also be necessary for the veterinary sur- 
geon. I may say that in the entire construction of this 
reserve it is borne in mind that we must stimulate the 
interest of the whole of the community in this question. 
Whether a gentleman is eventually to become a veteri- 
nary surgeon in the Reserve of Officers or a doctor in 
the Medical Reserve of Officers it makes no difference ; 
he must first of all learn discipline, and the easiest way 
in which he can learn it is by passing through the 
course [ have mentioned. It is hoped that during the 
time he is passing through these schools of instruction 
he will obtain certain certificates. There is one certifi- 
cate which is called certificate A, and I will read you 
the terms on which the Committee have drawn up the 
basis of certificate A. It is, first of all, that the standard 
of this certificate shall be approximately that which is 
required by a 2nd lieutenant of the Volunteers. The 
candidates should understand squad and company drill, 
the tactical handling of a section of at least twenty-five 
men, proficiency in shooting, in elementary musketry 
exercises, the care of arms, and certain prescribed courses 
of manual and infantry training and combined training. 
It may sound to you that some of these points do not 
bear very much on veterinary service. You will bear in 
mind, however, that it isa boy who is learning this. 
The elements of military discipline are being instilled 
in him. It isquite certain, 1 think, that some of these 
points would be waived in the case of veterinary candi- 
dates, as undoubtedly they will have to be in the case 
of medical candidates, but still the general principle 
stands good, that he is first of all taught discipline ; he 
is taught what is expected from a soldier, and on top of 
that, as he gets older, there is grafted a something else 
which is termed here certificate B. Certificate B isa 
purely professional one. It deals, so far as the veteri- 

nary surgeon is concerned, purely with veterinary mili- 
tary matters ; it deals with administration, with organ- 
isation, with the special diseases of Army animals, their 
prevention and methods of dealing with under the con- 
ditions of active service. Speaking generally, the pos- 
session of certificate B will indicate that the candidate 
has a knowledge of the framework of the machine, into 
the detailed working of which he will be initiated during 
his probationary course as a reserve officer. The object 
of the whole of this is to ensure that, before he comes to 
us if possible, he shall have some knowledge of military 
matters, both veterinary and otherwise. It is hoped 


be able to arrange for these various classes of instruc- 
tion to be held at the veterinary schools. It is there 
that we would have the opportunity of getting hold of 
the class that we require, namely, the young mind, stil| 
full of enthusiasm, which is receptive and capable of 
taking advanced ideas. That is the class we want. It 
is hoped that in the schools Army Veterinary Classes 
will be arranged for the class of instruction which | 
have mentioned here, so that the candidate would secure 
certificate A from his military school and certificate B 
from his veterinary school. Certificate B would not be 
handed to the gentleman till he got his diploma ; and it 
is then hoped he would come to us in the Reserve of 
Officers. If he comes to us with certificate B the coun- 
try pays him for having earned it. The details I think 
I had better read to you in the documents I have here. 

First of all it is desired that candidates for the special 
Reserve of Ofticers shall be between twenty-one and 
twenty-seven years of age, and they would be appointed 
with the rank of lieutenant. You will bear in mind it 
is hoped that they will bring certificates A and B with 
then. They would undergo a course of instruction in 
purely veterinary military matters at Aldershot or Wool- 
wich or some other convenient centre, and if they bring 
Certificates A and B with them some portion of that 
instruction will be reduced. For A and B we will take 
off a month ; that would leave two months of instruction 
at these two or three special centres. You will bear in 
mind that, during the time he is under instruction, he is 
being paid ; he is being paid asa lieutenant of the Army 
Veterinary Corps with the allowances of the same, quite 
a useful consideration for a gentleman who has recently 
left College. On the completion of his period of instrue- 
tion at the centres I have named he would undergo an 
examination to ascertain what knowledge he had col- 
lected during that time, and his commission would then 
be confirmed in the Reserve of Officers. With regard 
to the question of promotion, I suggest that he should 
become a captain after five years service, that is if he 
passes the examination which is prescribed for captains 
of the Army Veterinary Corps. There is one point you 
would like naturally to be made very clear to you, and 
that is the length of time that this ofticer’s service will 
be required. He would be required normally until forty 
years of age. He would be annually invited by the 
Director-General of the Army Veterinary Service to 
reuain in the Reserve, and should he not be so invited 
his services would automatically terminate. On first 
joining, his liability would extend from the beginning 
of his instructional period to the tirst anniversary of Its 
conclusion. Should the officer wish to leave at the end 
of any year, a month’s notice to be given. At forty, his 
services in the special Reserve will terminate, and he re 
tires with the hononary rank of major in the Army orat 
his option with the substantive rank of major in the Terr! 
torial Force, quite another ‘force, you will remember, 
should he elect to serve with that body. ‘ou may sa! 
what is he going to receive during all these years betweell 
twenty-one and forty ? 

The State proposes to pay him a retaining fee and 
then it proposes to pay him £20 a year up to te 
age of forty; it proposes when he comes up, eithe! 
for training or for service, to pay him the pay a0 
allowances of the rank that he holds—the equivalent 
rank of the Army Veterinary Corps. During the time 
that he is under training you will bear in mind that be 
receives these allowances. He is asked to pass an exalll 
ination at the end of five years. Prior to that he 1s |" 
vited to take what is known as a refresher course, that 
is, a course which will enable him—because, you mus! 
remember, we have seen nothing of him, we will assum 
for five years—which will enable him to bring his kno“ 
ledge up to date, to refresh his memory, and then coi! 
up and pass his examination. During the time he ™ 
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as if he were on the active list, the pay and allowances 
of his rank, and in addition it is proposed at that period 
to allow him 4/- a day for mess allowance. Supposing 
it is necessary to call the officer out for active service, 
he would receive, it is hoped, a gratuity of £50, and on 
mobilisation he would receive the same gratuity as is pay- 
able to re-employed officers under similar circumstances, 
I do not know whether it it necessary for me to remind 
you of what the pay and allowances are of a lieutenant 
in the Army Veterinary Corps; but this officer whom we 
propose to get from the schools and to send to Aldershot 
for training would certainly be paid at the rate of close 
on £400 a year to start with. 

There are other points here which I have not 
troubled you with because I do not wish to burden 
your memory, and there are other points to follow; 
but those are the principal points in connection with 
the reserve of Officers—that he shall get some train- 
ing beforehand if possible. If it is impossible for him 
to bring either certificates A and B, then we will give 
him the needful training for Aand B. That means that 
he must remain longer with us; be must remain at least 
three months. After he has done, we will suppose, his 
normal course of two months, he goes back to civil life, 
and we may not see him again until one month before 
he ends his five years. During that time he has been 
receiving the retaining fee I mentioned just now. A 
month before he completes his five years, he comes up 
and takes a refresher course ; at the end of that time he 
passes his examinations, if he can; he then goes on to 
a Captain’s rate of pay and allowances if called up for 
active service; if not he automatically passes out of the 
Reserve of Officers at forty years of age. If it is con- 
sidered by the Council that forty is too young, there will 
be no difficulty whatever in extending that age. 

That, in brief, is the scheme which is put forward 
for obtaining a Reserve of Veterinary Officers for the 
purpose of serving anywhere abroad. I quite realise 
there are certain points which may press very heavily 
upon gentlemen who have been in practice some years, 
who may suddenly find themselves called upon, we will 
say, to proceed to India, South Africa or Australia, and 
leave their practice ; but we found during the war that 
there were gentlemen who were sufiiciently patriotic to 
do it who had not been receiving a retaining fee for a 
series of year; and I doubt very much whether that 
would interfere with veterinary practitioners in the fu- 
ture. At any rate, I think you will have to admit that 
this scheme sounds a very possible one. Certainly the 
country is prepared to recognise that, if they require 
additional professional assistance, they must pay for is, 
and they must place the whole thing on an organised 
basis. The scheme which I have endeavoured to lay 
before you to-day is, I think, on an organised basis which 
will enable ns at very short notice indeed to call in a 
considerable number of gentlemen who would put on 
their uniform and go abroad at once. As to the number 
which is required, I have left that to the last. The 
number is about 150. 

Now the next scheme is a different one. I feel that 
there may be some little difficulty because the two 
schemes may overlap in your minds. You know that at 
the present time the Auxiliary Forces in this country 
consist of the Militia, the Volunteers, and the Yeoman- 

ty. The present War Minister realises how utterly 
Impossible it is with our present organisation, that 
they should be turned to full advantage for the pur- 
pce uational defence. He has therefore set to work 

° elaborate a scheme which is entirely, remember, for 

Whee defence, and he turns to us and he says, 

Mae . ont your veterinary arrangements? We meet 

it f y Saying, We have a scheme, but before we put 

orward for the approval of the authorities it is 


especially dec} ; * 
Specially desirable that this scheme should be dicussed 


use that fails to provide a Field Hospital. 
animals cannot look after themselves, and men cannot 
be taken from the fighting line to look after them. A 
special organisation must, therefore, exist, and thrs is 





or should receive 


the approval of the Council and the 


profession.” At the present time there are something 
under sixty members of the profession holding com- 
missions in the Yeomanry and Volunteers, It ma 

appear from the somewhat radical propositions which 
have been made in the paper which I shall read to you 
presently that these gentlemen will have to surrender 
the advantages which they possess by belonging to regi- 
ments, but [ hope that they will realise that it is for the 
general good, and that their patriotism will enable them 
to realise that it is absolutely essential for the full and 
proper working of any Veterinary Service that there 
should be one co-ordinate whole, instead of one officer 
here and another there, perfectly independent of any cen- 
tral authority, perfectly independent of acontrolling head, 
whose funcions I shall mention presently. I may start by 
saying that no veterinary organisation has yet been ap- 
proved for the Territorial Army, and it will not be ap- 
proved until the veterinary profession has been consulted 
in the matter. I have ventured to formulate for your 
consideration the following scheme which is entirely 
unofficial (I am anxious to make that clear to you). The 
scheme I have here is absolutely unofficial, and has 
never been py before the authorities for the reason 
I mentioned just now, but it appears to me to be in the 


direction required, though it is open to criticism at your 
hands and is brought here in fact for that purpose. I 
propose for your consideration that the entire staff of 
the Territorial Army, officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and men, shall be based on the present organisation of 
the Army Veterinary Service. 
services to be brought into line, and to work on a system 
which the experience of war shows to be absolutely 
necessary to success, 
necessitates the abolition of Veterinary Officers of Yeo- 
manry and Volunteers, and I hope this may be accepted 
by them as necessary for the general good. 


This will enable both 


The adoption of this system 


Mr. Haldane’s Territorial Scheme brings into existence 
14 Divisions and 14 Brigades of Cavalry, to be raised in 


certain military districts of the United Kingdom which 
are shownon the map. (The map was handed to the 
President). 
wnilitary districts. 
Nos. 2, 3, and 4 embrace certain counties, and soon. I| 
have marked on the map in black ink the number of 
veterinary practitioners in each county, which I have 
taken from our Register, ard you will see in the column 
the number of veterinary surgeons who would be re- 
quired for the Territorlal Army. 
that nap might be useful in indicating what our require- 
ments were, and where those requirements would come 
from. 
would be about 220, and the number to be furnished 
by each of the Territorial Divisions of the country may 
be seen on the map. 
are over 2,500 practitioners, and from these we hope to 
obtain a little over 200, say one out of every eleven. 
As far as possible, the veterinary service for each Divi- 
sion would be raised in the military district in which the 
Divisions and Brigades are formed. 
of the Territorial Army Veterinary Corps will consist of 
executive officers in charge of troops, others in charge of 
hospitals, with a subordinate establishment of non- 
commissioned officers and privates, the whole under 
the Principal Veterinary Officer of the Division, who 
should be a regular officer either on the active ilst or 
retired. 
Divisions and 14 Brigades of Cavalry will be under the 
general direction of the Director-General, Army Veteri- 
nary Service. 


The whole country is divided into certain 
No. 1 is in the North of Scotland ; 


I thought perhaps 
The total number of veterinary officers required 


To put the matter briefly, there 


The organisation 


The entire veterinary organisation of the 14 


No veterinary organisation in the field is of an 
Sic 


found in the fully equipped Veterinary Hospital, under 
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the control and management of the Veterinary Authori- 
ties, and self-contained, viz, not dependant upon any 
other branch of the Service for any portion of its work- 
ing parts—a very important matter, | can assure you. 
It isa very serious thing when you may have to depend 
upon the infantry for a few men to look after the horses; 
when you may have todepend upon the cavalry to sweep 
up the débris, and when you have to depend upon some- 
body else to lend you officers. Such a system is abso- 
lutely unworkable ; it leads to chaos. The system which 
the Army Veterinary Service is working under at the 
present time is one which is termed self-contained ; it 
depends upon nobody but itself for its working parts, 
and that is the scheme which we propose shall be 
adopted for the hospitals of the Territorial Army, and 
that is one reason why we hope that officers of the Yeo- 
manry and Volunteers will raise no difficulty whatever 
about coming to the Territorial Army Veterinary Corps. 
There will be a Veterinary Hospital to each Division, 
vhich will consist of 2 officers, 19 non-commissioned 
officers and men, and 83 men in charge of horses—horse- 
keepers. On that basis, 14 Divisional Hospitals will 
require 266 non-commissioned officers and men and 1126 
horsekeepers. It is to be hoped that the bulk of the 
266 non-commissioned officers and men will as far as 
possible be obtained from amongst the students at the 
various veterinary colleges. You will have observed 
that [ said nothing in the matter of the Reserve of 
veterinary officers—the first question I brought to your 
notice, about the subordinate personnel. We have to 
send a very large number of meu abroad in the event of 
war ; and I felt it was utterly impossible to look to the 
schools for privates or for non-commissioned officers for 
our hospitals in the event of war occurring, because no 
— or guardian would naturally allow us to take his 

oy from school and say, “ You must go off to New 
Zealand.” On the other hand, no parent or guardian, 
in the event of a national invasion, which this Army is 
intended to meet, could possibly take exception to his 
boy leaving the college, where school must necessarily 
be closed down, and taking his part in the Field Hospi- 
tal as a private soldier cr a non-commissioned officer, 
only for the reason that he holds no diploma. When 
he holds a diploma, we are anxious that he should come 
and take his position as a Veterinary Officer in the 
Territorial Foree. It is very desirable that the tuo 
senior non-commissioned officers of each hospital should 
be regulars or ex-regulars. This would necessitate 28 to 
be supplied by the Director-General or otherwise ob- 
tained, while it is hoped the students will furnish 56 
non-commissioned officers and 154 privates, leaving 28 
shoeing smiths to be provided from other sources—a 
simple matter with the assistance of the officers of the 
Corps. The 1126 horsekeepers would be civilians 
engaged on the outbreak of hostilities and require no 
training. The clerical section need not trouble us, 
no one but a trained military clerk could carry out 
the work, and special provision for this must be 
made. The new Territorial Army Veterinary Corps 
would consist of officers, non-commissioned officers, pri- 
vates, shoeing smiths, and horsekeepers. The major 
portion of the officer personnel would be attached to the 
various units in the field. Another portion would take 
charge of the hospitals, and it is to the hospitals that the 
whole of the non-commissioned officers and men of the 
Territorial Army Veterinary corps would belong. The 
entire veterinary organisation is under the control of the 
Principal Veterinary Officer of the Division. The course 
of instruction which is necessary to fit officers, non-com- 
missioned officers and men for their duties is not an 
easy matter to arrange. It is desired that all shall be 
present at the annual camp, but it is recognised that 
such attendance is not obligatory should circumstances 


generally the Principal Veterinary Officer will consult 
with his officers on the important subject of training, 
arranging matters so as to press as lightly as possible on 
the officers concerned. If an officer cannot attend annual 
training, an alternative course of fourteen days at Alder- 
shot and Woolwich will be offered him. I can only say 
that the resources of our Army hospitals will at all times 
be thrown open to officers of the Territorial Army 
Veterinary Corps who are anxious to make themselves 
conversant with military organisation and methods. | 
hope our local Veterinary Societies will co-operate, for 
at these the Principal Veterinary Officer of the Com- 
mand might meet his officers and arrange the formation 
of classes at certain convenient centres. At these classes 
he could deal with the question of organisation, equip- 
ment, mobilisation, requisitions, management of horses 
in the field, and the care of sick in war, the study of 
Army regulations, military law as applicable to the 
Territorial Army, and prevention of disease peculiar to 
Army animals, which would both at the local and special 
classes lay the basis of the officers’ future military use- 
fulness. The training of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates will not, I take it, be a difficult matter 
with the co-operation of the schools. An annual camp 
or eight days hospital course in first aid, bandaging, 
antiseptic treatment of wounds, shifts and expedients 
of camp life, pitching tents and laying out lines, con- 
tents of field chests is all that is necessary. With re- 
gard to pay and allowances, the Territorial Army Veteri- 
nary Corps should, when out for training or on service, 
come under the same rates as the Army Veterinary 
Corps. 

I do not know whether it is necessary to trouble you 
again with the figures I gave you before, but the pay of 
a lieutenant is £250 a year, at the rate of 13s. 8d. a day, 
and his allowances bring it up to very nearly £400. The 
pay of a captain is 15s. 6d. a day, of a major £1 a day, 
and of a lieutenant-colonel £1 10s. a day, and to these 
are attached certain allowances. Field allowance when 
under canvas is 3s. to 4s. a day depending on rank; 
lodging allowance when quarters cannot be found 2s. 34. 
to 4s. 6d. per day depending on rank, and forage for two 
horses. I hope that a mess allowance of 4s. a day may 
be granted all ranks, and an ontfit allowance of £20. The 
order of seniority will be that of the existing Veterinary 
Officers of Yeomanry and Volunteers, who if they trans 
fer to the Territorial Army Veterinary Corps will rank 
according to the date of their Commission and bring 
with them the rank held in the Yeomanry. I hope al 
establishment of Lieutenant-colonels, Majors, Captain 
and Lieutenants may be fixed on one general list, irre 
spective of Territorial Divisions, and that promotio 
may be, as with the Army Veterinary Corps, by lengt! 
of service after passing the needful examinations. . 
suggest that Lieutenants of the Territorial Army Veter 
nary Corps be promoted Captain at five years, that pr 
motion of Captain to Major be made after fifteen yeals 
total service, and promotion to Lieutenant-Colonel afte! 
twenty-three years service. The pay of the non-colr 
missioned officers and men would be, I hope, as for tle 
Army Veterinary Corps: Staff-sergeant 4s. 4d. daily: 
Sergeant 2s. 8d., Corps pay 1s. ; Lance-sergeant 2s. 44, 
Corps pay 10d. ; Corporal 2s., Corps pay 8d. ; Lance 
Corporal 1s. 6d., Corps pay 6d. ; Private 1s., Corps pif 
4d. or 6d. depending on efficiency ; Corporal-shoelt 
smith 2s. 6d. daily, Corps pay 8d. ; Shoeing-smith 7 
daily, Corps pay 6d. It is hoped that camp messing ® 
one shilling per head per diem may be allowed tot 
Commanding Officer to be expended on improving the 
messing for the non-commissioned officers and men. _ 

Such, gentlemen, in outline is the scheme I have" 
present for your consideration. There are difficulties 
no doubt, but so there are in everything that 1s worl? 
undertaking. The opportunity is now afforded 1° 
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on a sound footing as regards its Veterinary Service, 
and the State realise that this can only be done by your 
co-operation and criticism. I believe I am correct in 
saying that it is for the first time in its history that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has been directly 
approached by a War Minister and publicly consulted. 
Jheers 
The | Major-General Smith, on behalf of 
the Council, I beg to offer you our hearty thanks for 
having come here and laid before us these two import- 
ant schemes touching the interests of the veterinary 
profession. I will venture also to congratulate you on 
the admirably lucid manner in which you have made us 
acquainted with the details of these two schemes, in 
the case of the second scheme, at least, with its somewhat 
complicated details. 1 think I ought also to say, on be- 
half of the Council, that we appreciate at its true value 
the action of the Secretary of State for War in authoris- 
ing you to consult the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons on these matters. (Hear,hear.) In doing that he 
has laid a certain amount of responsibility on us, and we 
shall take that responsibility seriously. We shall give 
these schemes our most careful and thoughtful considera- 
tion, and in due course we shall acquaint you with our 
criticisms and the opinions that we may form regarding 
them. That leads me to say that, before you withdraw, 
I should be glad if you would state to the Council what 
is the degree of urgency in the matter, if there is any. 
[ask that because it has occurred to me that it will not 
be possible for the Council toadequately consider these 
schemes to-day. In the natural course of things there 
would not be another meeting of Council until April, 
but if it is thought that it would be better that the 
Council consider them earlier than then, I should regard 
it as my duty to summion a special meeting of Council. 
Major-General SmiruH : Mr. President and gentlemen, 
I thank you heartily for the very kind manner in which 
you have referred to the way in which I have brought 
this question before you. With regard to the question 


itis quite time enough. The whole Territorial Army 
Scheme cannot possibly come into operation for some 
years ; it is a gradual process of evolution, and I think 
it is therefore very desirable indeed that we should have 
a scheme, and that that scheme should receive the ap- 
proval of the Council. Lam quite sure that if we receive 
it by April it will be quite enough. 

Mr. Simpson: Before the General goes, would it be 
possible for the Council individually to have a copy of 


The Prestpent : I take it that we will have in the 


that has fallen from Major-General Smith. (Hear, hear). 
For myself I feel that that would be perfectly sufficient 


expected to grasp all the military details, but do you 


other figures ? 
' Mr. Smpson: I think it should come from the War 
| Office if it can be done. 
he PRESIDENT: Perhaps I may put it in this way, 
that if Major-General Smith himself has an 0 portunity 
to read the report of what he has told us, if he thinks 
that anything may usefully be added to it he would be 
good enough to do so, and I should say if that is incor- 
porated in the minutes as circulated to the Council that 
would do. Will that meet it ? 
Mr. BaRRETT : We should not have the information 
fore us until a few days before the next Council 
meeting. 


The Prestpent: Oh no; you could have it within a 
fortnight 


| Mr. Mason: Although General Smith has been direc- 


to each individual member of the Council. I quite agree 
with the lucid manner in which the General has spoken 
to us, but there is a vast amount of detail with which ne 
doubt he has not, shall I say, bored us, but still it is a 
question that we should like to consider. He has given 
us, I take it, an outline of the desirability of this scheme 
from the point of view of the veterinary profession, but 
is it possible for us to have individually a confidential 
report ? 

The PRESIDENT: With regard to the question of hav- 
ing information from the War Office, I am afraid there 
appears to be a misunderstanding. The information 
that has been laid before us is from the War Office. 
Major-General Smith appears as the delegate of the 
Secretary of State for War. Personally, [ am quite con- 
tent with that. As regards the source of the information 
it seems to be beyond reproach. 

Mr. Stmpson : Certainly. 

The PrestDENT : I think the desires expressed by Mr. 
Simpson and Mr. Mason would be most simply met in 
the way I suggested, that Major-General Smith shall 
first see the report of what he has said, and that we ven- 
ture to put to him the request that he would add to it 
anything that he thinks ought further to be laid before 
us, and that he will let us have as full details as 
possible. 

Mr. Barrett: And that copies be printed and circu- 
lated among the members of Council. 

The PRESIDENT: Of course. 

Prof. Merram: I did not quite gather frem Major- 
General Smith whether this scheme applies to Ireland. 
I would like to know whether it applies to Ireland or 
only to Great Britain. 

Major-General SmitH: There are difficulties in con- 
nection with Lreland. One is, of course, that they have 
no Volunteer Service. They have, however, a Yeomanry 
Service, and it is hoped the Irish would contribute to- 
wards the veterinary service for the Yeomanry. 

Mr. Barrett: The scheme does not apply to Ireland 
at present ! 

Major-Gen. Smitu: It is essentially for this country 
at present. 
[ Major-Gen. Smith then withdrew. ] 


The SEcRETARY stated that a card had been received 
from the Chief Veterinary Surgeon and Staff of the Cape 
of (food Hope wishing the Council the Season’s Greet- 
ings and Best Wishes. (Hear, hear.) 

The SecrReETaRyY read a letter, dated the 19th Sep- 
ten:ber, 1907, from Sir Joseph Ward, Prime Minister of 
New Zealand, acknowledging the Council’s letter of the 
9th July, and thanking them for the information con- 
tained therein. He received with much satisfaction 
the assurance that under certain conditions diplomas of 
the New Zealand Veterinary College would be recog- 
nised by the Council of the R.C.V.S. When the New 
Zealand College was definitely inaugurated the in- 
formation asked for by the Council would be readily 
supplied, and he ventured to think it would be satis- 
factory. 

PRESENTATIONS TO LIBRARY. 


The Secretary announced that the following pre- 
sentations had been made to the Library since the last 
meeting :— 

Calendar of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, 
1907 ; List of the Officers and Fellows of the Chemical 
Society, 1907; Report of the Veterinary Surgeon to 
the Corporation of the City of Glasgow (Police Depart- 
ment), 1906 ; Utrecht Veterinary School— Programme, 
1907—1908 ; Revue de Pathologie Comparée, Sept. and 
Oct., 1907; Zhe Journal of Tropical Veterinary 
Science; The Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics, Sept. and Dec., 1907 ; The Journal of the 
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Board of Agriculture, Oct., Nov., and Dec., 1907; 
The Rhodesian Agricultural Journal, Oct., 1907 ; The 
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Veterinary Journal, Veterinary News, and The Veterv- 
nary Record for the quarter. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, the thanks of the Council were accorded to the 
several donors. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mason read the report of a meeting of the 
Finance Committee held on January 10th, which stated 
that the Treasurer submitted his financial account, and 
it was resolved 

(a) That a special form of account be drawn up for 
the use of Local Secretaries for examinations ; 

(6) That the Secretary be instructed to make enquiries 
with reference to the assessment of the house for 
Property Tax ; 

(c) That the Treasurer’s statement as submitted be 
approved, and that he authorised to draw cheques for 
the Council’s liabilities. 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kinna, the report was adopted. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SECRETARY read the Report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on January 9th, which 
stated that a letter dated the 13th December, was re- 
ceived enclosing a quotation for horse-shoeing, includ- 
ing veterinary attendance and medicine, issued by a 
firm, and it was resolved that in the event of the per- 
sons complained of being members of the College they 
be summoned to appear at the next meeting of the Regis- 
tration Committee to show cause why their names 
should not be struck off the Register, and in the event 
of their not being members that they be prosecuted. 

A letter dated the 19th December, was received, en- 
closing a card issued by a gentleman, and it was re- 
solved that the Solicitor be instructed to prosecute in 
the case. 

A letter dated the 21st December was received asking 
whether the surviving partner of a firm of veterinary 
surgeons after the decease of the other partner might 
continue to use the name of the firm as previously, and 
it was resolved that the Committee were not prepared 
to give any expressed sanction of this proceeding. 

A newspaper report of a case in which a veterinary 
surgeon was censured for the alleged passing of un- 
sound meat was read, and the Secretary was instructed 
to obtain a transcript of the shorthand notes of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Correspondence between the President and the Agent- 
General for Victoria was read as follows :— 


“From the Agent-General for Victoria, 1st Nov. 
Sir,—I have the honour toinform you that Mr. H. S. 


Ruddock, a thoroughly qualified veterinary surgeon of 


Victoria, Australia, has been appointed by my Govern- 


ment as Veterinary Inspector of Stock in England, for 


the inspection of stock intended to be exported from 
this country into Victoria with a view to testing horses 


with mallein and cattle with tuberculin. I have advised 
the Board of Agriculture of Mr. Ruddock’s appointment, 
which has been duly noted by them, and | should be 
glad to learn whether there would be any objection on 
the part of your College to his carrying out the 
duties which my Government desire that he may per- 
form here.” 
“ Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion 
Square, Nov. 4th. 
Sir,—l have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the Ist inst., in which you inform me 
that Mr. H. 8. Ruddock has been appointed by the 
Government of Victoria, Veterinary Inspector of Stock 
in England for the inspection of animals intended to be 
exported from this country into Victoria with a view to 
testing horses with mallein and cattle with tuberculin. 
Although Linfer that Mr. Ruddock is not a member of 





this College, I think that no objection can be offered to 
his carrying ont all these duties for your Government, 
so long as he does not offend against the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act by using “ the title of veterinary surgeon 
or veterinary practitioner or any name, title, addition or 
description stating that he is a veterinary surgeon or a 
practitioner of veterinary surgery, or of any branch 
thereof, or is specially qualified to practice the same.” 
Should Mr. Ruddock desire to engage in ordinary veteri- 
nary practice in this country, it would be necessary for 
him to become a member of the R.C.V.S.—Yours. etc., 
J. M‘FapyEan.” 

‘‘ From the Agent-General for Victoria, Nov. 5. 
Sir,—I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of yesterday’s date, and duly note contents. Mr, 
H. S. Ruddock, under our law, is a duly qualified 
veterinary surgeon. Victoria being a part of the British 
Empire, may lask what is your objection to recognising 
him as such? We recognise your veterinary surgeons 
in Victoria, and naturally expect reciprocity from your 
College. If you will add another link to the chain which 
binds the Mother Country with the Colonies it v ould 
be much appreciated.” 

“ Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Nov. 8, 
Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of the sth 
inst. With reference to the question of recognising 
Mr. Ruddock by the R.C.V.S., I shall be glad if you will 
inform me what is the precise qualification Mr. Ruddock 
holds. Although my position as President of the Col- 
lege does not entitle me to come to a decision in such a 
case, I may say that I have no doubt the Council of the 
College would be prepared to recognise Mr. Ruddock, 
provided they could be satisfied that his educational 
course and the examinations which he has passed are up 
to the level of those prescribed by the R.C.V.S. in this 
country.” 

“From the Agent-General for Victoria, Nov. 20. 
Dear Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 8th 
inst., which | regret has not been replied to before owing 
to my absence from town in the provinces, I beg to in- 
form you that Mr. H. 8. Ruddock is a graduate of the 
Melbourne Veterinary College, Victoria, and that he has 
been appointed and gazetted to examine stock by the 
Government of Victoria.” 
“Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
Dear Sir,—1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 20th inst., and together with the other corres- 
pondence regarding Mr. H. S. Ruddock it will be 
considered by the Council of the R.C.V.S. at their next 
meeting.” 
Certain other correspondence was read, and the 
Secretary was instructed as to the replies to be sent. 
Cases.—In certain cases the Solicitor reported that 
the offences had been discontinued, and in others !t was 
decided that proceedings be dropped. In regard to 
other cases, he reported that prosecutions had been 
instituted and convictions obtained, and in one the 
summonses had been withdrawn on the magistrates 
suggestion, but the defendant had been ordered to Ie 
move the sign and pay two guineas costs. In another 
case the Solicitor reported that prosecution was pene 
ing, and in two others the cases were ordered to stand 
over for further enquiry. In further cases the Secretaly 
was instructed as to to the course to pursue. 
Applications for the restoration of name to the hes 
were received from Messrs. E. H. Hallam, H. 0. Boyle, 
and R. E. Hoile, and it was resolved that the names ol 
these gentlemen be restored, subject to their Statutory 
Declarations being satisfactory to the Solicitor. - 
Mr. Stmpson : Referring to the Correspondence that 
has been read in connection with the Agent-General tet 
Victoria and yourself, sir, I think it would be sulle 
to move that your replies to this official be confirmee ) 
this Council, if it were not for the fact that your ™ 
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letter to him in reply to his letter which was written on 
the 20th November contains a promise to Mr. Ruddock 
that the subject shall be considered by the Council. I 
do not think it is necessary to dwell at any length upon 
this subject. The fact is that a gentleman comes over 
here to examine and to test animals both for tuberculosis 
and for glanders, and he is in the employ of the Victor- 
ian Government. The Agent-General asks that he may 
be recognised by us as a veterinary surgeon. That, of 
course, We cannot possibly do, seeing that he is a gradu- 
ate from the Melbourne College, and this College has 
not up to the present, at any rate, recognised that the 
Melbourne College teaching is up to the standard re- 
quired by the R.C.V.S. I think it is really unnecessary 
for this gentleman to want our qualifications. What the 
object can be I cannot see. We cannot interfere with 
him in any way from carrying out the duties which have 
been entrusted to him by his Government, and so long 
as he does not assume the title of veterinary surgeon we 
cannot interfere with him. I think therefore, sir, the 
better plan would be, now that the matter has been 
before the Council as promised by you in your letter, 
that we should pass this resolution : “ The Conncil of 
the College would: be prepared to recognise Mr. Ruddock, 
provided they can be satisfied that his educational course 
and the examinations he has passed are up to the level 
of those prescribed by the R.C.V.S. in this country.” 1] 
propose that that be the answer of the Council to Mr. 
Ruddoek. 

The PrestpENT: I am afraid it will only prolong the 
correspondence, because he has already told us that he 
isa graduate of the Melbourne College. May we not 
simply say that we are unable to recognise him as a 
Member of the R.C.V.S., because the Council is not 
satisfied with the educational course ? 

Mr. Srupson: I simply thought that you would let 
him down so much easier than I should have been in- 
duced to do by the wording of your letter, but 1 am 
quite prepared to adopt your suggestion. 

The PrestpENT: Will the Council, having heard the 
correspondence, confirm the opinion expressed by me in 
my letter of the 2nd November (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Dottar: Would it meet with approval if we added 
to that some assurance to this gentleman, who has been 
sent by a sister Government to perform certain functions 
in this country, that the Royal College sees no objection 
to his carrying out those functions, even although weare 
unable to accede to their request. 

The PrestpENT : That is what is said in my letter. 

Mr. Dottar: I thought your letter suggested that 
that would be the course the College would take up. 

The PrEstpENT : I said no objection could be offered 
to his carrying out these duties for the Victorian Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. DoLtar : That seems to settle the whole question. 

The Prestpent: It apparently does not satisfy the 
Agent-General, but I think it is as far as the Council 
can go. 

Prof. Merram : I beg to propose, That this Council 
having heard your communication, confirm it. 

Gen. THomson : I second that. 

The Prestpent: That is Mr. Simpson’s proposition 
really, that the Correspondence be confirmed. 

The resolution was put, and carried. 

Mr. Triccer: I now beg to move that the Report of 
the Registration Committee be adopted, and that the 
Seal of the Council be affixed to the Prosecutions. I 
think it is satisfactory to point out that nine prosecu- 
tions that have taken place have been successful, and 
that about ten undertakings have been received, so that 
the work of the Registration Committee has been very 
effectual during the last quarter. 

Mr. Mutvey : [ second that. 


to the case referred to in ccnnection with diseased meat, 
the Secretary has been put in possession of information 
since our meeting yesterday which may render it un- 
necessary for him to require these shorthand notes. He 
has a fairly full report of the evidence, and also a copy 
of the most scathing criticism which the presiding Judge 
delivered on the conduct of the accused, and also the 
fact that the gentleman is not a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The PRESIDENT: But he is a registered practitioner. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then 
put and carried unanimously. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee held on the 26th November, 
1907, which stated that Educational Certificates Nos. 
751, 756, 794, 848 and 852 were examined and approved. 

The Report was formally received and adopted. 

Mr. MuLvey also read the Report of a meeting of the 
—ommittee held on the 9th January, 1908, which stated 
that the Secretary read certain correspondence which 
had taken place between himself and the President on 
the one hand, and the Secretary of the Board of Veterin- 
inary Medicine at Liverpool on the other, and the Com- 
mittee resolved that the opinion expressed by the Presi- 
dent and Solicitor ought to be strictly adhered to, name- 
ly, that in order to qualify for re-examination students 
must have attended a full term of ten weeks before the 
date of the written examination. 

FitzWygram Prize. The Secretary read a report 
stating that an error had been made in the award of this 
prize in October last, and he submitted a corrected 
award by the auditor awarding the prizes as follows :- 

First Prize. H.Tudor Hughes, Royal Vet. Coll. Lon- 
don, 827 marks, £37 19s. 1d. 

Second Prize. J. R. Rigby, Liverpool Vet. School, 
800 marks, £22 15s. 5d. 

The following letter was also received :—“ Dear Sir, 
Referring to the enclosed amended certificate, I wish to 
point out that the mistake occurred through the faulty 
system of the chronological register of students who have 
passed the final examination of the College. There 
should be one principal and inclusive chronological 
register kept at the College, in which the names of the 
students who have passed their final examination should 
be entered immediately upon the receipt of the return 
from the examiners, and this Register should be in the 
form which I sketched out at my interview on Decem- 
ber 31st last. If for convenience it is advisable to keep 
Registers at the provincial centres, these should be sup- 
plemental only to the general Register kept at the oftice 
of the College in London.— Yours faithfully, R. Warner.” 
It was resolved that the amended award be approved 
and confirmed, and that the Secretary be instructed to 
give immediate effect to the auditor’s suggestion with 
regard to a new chronological Register. 

Exramination Sub-Committee. The following report 
of the Examination Sub-Committee was received and 
adopted :—Held on January 9th. Delegates’ Reports, 
July, 1907. The report of the delegate on the written 
examination held at Liverpool in July, 1907, was read. 
and it was resolved to recommend (a) That, as is the 
case at other centres, the written examination at Liver- 
pool should be held in roows selected by the local Secre- 
tary as adequate for the purpose and hired at the ex- 
»ense of the Council, such rooms not to be in the teach- 
ing school. (4) That an instruction from the Council 
be sent to the local Secretaries that no persons other 
than Secretaries, delegates, and the usual hired attend- 
ants are to be admitted to the written examinations. 

Specemens, Class C.—A suggestion made by the 
Chairman of the Board of Examiners in Class C that 





Frof. Dewar: Before that is put to the meeting, I 
Would like to call attention to the fact that, with regard 


certain diagrams and models should be provided in 
Hygiene was read, but the Sub-committee do not recom- 
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mend that any action be taken by the Council in this 
matter. 

Specimens, Class D.—A_ suggestion made by the 
Chairman ot the Board of Examiners in Class D was 
read, and it was resolved that the largest possible 
quantity of diseased meat and organs shall be provided 
for the purpose of the examination in Meat Inspection 
in Class D, and changed as frequently as possible, but 
the Sub-committee do not recommend that healthy 
joints or organs should be provided for the examination. 
[t was resolved that local secretaries in making their 
report on the examinations should supply a general 
statement as to the quantities of diseased meat and 
organs which were provided for the examination in 
Meat Inspection. 

Repcrts of December Examinations.(a) Delegates 
Reports.—The reports of the Delegates on the written 
and oral examinations held in December last were read 
and approved (6) Examiners Reports.—-The reports of 
the Chairman of the Board of Examiners in the various 
classes were read and considered satisfactory. 

Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize.—The Secretary 
reported that the balance in hand of this Fund amounted 
to £106 1s. 2d., and it was resolved that this Committee 
recommend to the Council that the necessary arrange- 
ments be made for holding an examination in connec- 
tion with the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize in the 
last week of July, 1908. 

The SECRETARY reported that Prof. Dewar had kindly 
arranged for four candidates from the Edinburgh 
College in Class A to be examined at Glasgow, and that 
the authorities of the Liverpool Veterinary School had 
been good enough to arrange to send four candidates in 
Class C to be examined at Glasgow. 

Mr. MuLvey, in moving the adoption of the Report, 
said: I should like to say that I am sure the Council 
desires to thank Professors Dewar and Williams for 
kindly arranging for their students to be examined at 
other centres. (Hear, hear.) 

The PrestpENT : I may say that, as President, I asked 
the Secretary to tender the thanks of the C. uncil to the 
gentlemen mentioned for arranging for their students to 
be examined elsewhere than at their own schools, 

The Report was then adopted. 

ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE COMMITTEE 

Mr. GARNETT read the report of a meeting of this 
Committee, held on January 9th, 1908, which stated 
that a report was received from the Solicitor in regard 
to the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act Amendment Bill, stat- 
ing that the necessary statement for the Privy Council 
had been prepared and lodged, together with copies of 
the draft Bill, on the 24th October, 1907. The matter 
was still under consideration by their lordships, and a 
communication would be received from the Clerk to the 

Privy Council as soon as any decision was arrived at. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 

Trigger, the Report was received and adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GARNETT read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee held on January 9th, 1908, 
which stated that in regard to the Public Health Regu- 
lations as to Food Act it was resolved to recommend (a) 
That the Council authorise the Parliamentary Committee 
to obtain copies of all Orders of the Local Government 
Board made under the Rules Publication Act 1893 ; (0) 
that the members forming the Annual Registration Fee 
Committee be empowered as a sub-committee of the 
Parliamentary Committee to act in the intervals between 
Council meetings in the name of the Council in all 
urgent matters arising under the Rules Publication Act, 
1893. 

Scheduling of Clinical T'uber culosis._-On the proposi- 


solved (1) that a memorial be sent to the President of 
the Board of Agriculture recommending that tubercu- 
losis be scheduled under the Contagious Diseases of 
Animals Act 1894 as a notifiable disease in the case of 
milch cows ; (2) that the following sub-committee be ap- 
pointed to draw up the memorial :—Prof. Mettam, 
Messrs. Mulvey, Simpson, Stockman, and Villar. 

Private Bills—The following Private Bills were re. 
ceived: Blackburn Corporation, Burnley Corporation, 
Dublin Corporation (Various Powers), Finchley U.D.C., 
Leicester Corporation, Merthyr Tydvil Corporation, 
Padiham U.D.C., Widnes Corporation, London County 
Council (General Powers), Liverpool Corporation 
(General Powers). 

The CHAIRMAN reported (a) that in the Blackburn 
Bill, Clause 114 provided for the slaughter of tubercu- 
lous cows, and for post-mortem examinations thereon by 
a veterinary surgeon ; (6) that the Milk Provisions in 
the Burnley Corporation Bill were practically the pre- 
sent onl Clauses ; (c) that the Dublin Corporation 
the Finchley U.D.C., the Merthyr Tydvil Corporation, 
the Padiham U.D.C., and the Widnes Corporation Bills 
all contained the model Clauses ; (d) that the Leicester 
Corporation Bill contained the Model Clauses as varied 
in the L.C.C. (General Powers) Act of last Session ; (¢) 
that the L.C.C. (General Powers) Bill, Part 2, contained 
further provisions with reference to the inspection of 
milk and dairies, and that in Clause 8, sub-clause 7, an 
amendment to the following effect was necessary in the 
interests of the veterinary profession ; that the words 
“if accompanied by a properly qualified veterinary sur- 
geon ” should be inserted after the word “ meat,” on the 
last line of page 9. It was resolved that the Solicitor be 
requested to approach the London County Council with 
a view to re-modelling the Milk Clause to this effect. 

Mr. VitLAR: I beg to report that the small sub-com 
mittee which was appointed to consider the advisa- 
bility of approaching the President of the Board of Agri- 
culture with reference to the scheduling of clinical 
tuberculosis met yesterday, and they are of opinion that 
the best method of procedure would not be to draw up 
a memorial as was suggested, but to ask the Council to 
passa certain resolution. The advantages are these, that 
a memorial is necessarily a rather cumbersome sort of 
way of approaching an official, and a resolution would 
have the advantage of being a direct communication 
from the whole Council of this College instead of from 
a Sub-committee. With your permission, I will move 
the following resolution :—“ That in the opinion of this 
Council it is urgently necessary, first, in the interests o! 
public health, to prohibit by ide the sale of milk from 
clinically tuberculous cows; and, secondly, alike i 
the interests of public health and of agriculture, to sche- 
dule tuberculosis under the Diseases of Animals Act s0 
as to make it a notifiable disease in the case of miltl 
cows.” 

Mr. Mu.vey : I have much pleasure in seconding the 
resolution. I think the suggestion is a most admirable 
one. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. VitLar: I formally move “that a copy ol the 
resolution be sent to the President of the Local Gover 
ment Board and the Minister of Agriculture.” 

Mr. Mutvey : I second that. 

Prof. Merram: May I add also the Chief Secretaly 
for Ireland, as the Head of the Department of Agricul 
ture in Ireland, and also the Vice-President of the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction !0! 
Ireland. 

Mr. Vittar: I shall be glad to include those gentle 
men. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Garnett, in moving the adoption of the repé" 
with the exception of the paragraph dealt with by Mr 





tion of Mr. Villar, seconded by Mr. Barrett, it was re- 


Villar’s resolution, said : I should like to draw the attet 
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tion of the Council to the powers they are placing in the 
hands of a Sub-committee. I do not know whether all 
the members have realised that they are placing in the 
hands of a Sub-committee of a Parliamentary Committee 
powers to act in the name of the Council generally. 
That has been found to be necessary under the Rules 
Publication Act with regard to any Orders made by the 
Local Government Board in regard to the Public Health 
sill of last Session. The Rules are these, that any 
comments on the Rules made must be made within ten 
days of them being published, and it is for that reason 
alone that we ask you to confer these powers upon that 
Sub-committee. I should also like especially to draw 
the attention of the Council to the Blackburn Corpora- 
tion Bill, because in that Bill for the first time we have 
a Corporation seeking powers for the notification of 
clinical tuberculosis. It would be very interesting in- 
deed, both to ourselves, and, I take it, to agriculture 
generally, to follow the course of this Bill through Par- 
liament. As far as the Committee are concerned they 
give it their hearty support. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Abson, and car- 
ried unanimously. 


LIBRARY AND Museum ComMITTEE. 


Prof. MerraM read the report of a meeting of this 
Committee held on January 9th, 1908, which stated 
that a report by Mr. H. George on the condition of the 
specimens in the Museum was read and considered. It 
was resolved that the consideration of the matter be de- 
ferred until the next meeting of this Committee, and 
that the sum of two guineas be granted to Mr. George 
for his inspection and report. A letter was received 
from Capt. Adrian Jones offering the plaster cast of 
“Persimmon” for the Museum of the College. It.was 
resulved that the thanks of the Council be sent to Capt. 
Joves for his offer, but that the Committee greatly 
regret that owing to the want of accommodation they 
were unable to accept the gift. 

Prof. WiLLIAMs : I suggest that we should consider 
the question of accepting Captain Adrian Jones’ offer. 

The PrestpENT: Are you aware of the dimensions of 
the statue ? 

Prof. WitttaMs: I think it is too large to go inside, 
but it might stay ontside. 

The PrEstpENT : No, it cannot ; it must be protected 
from the weather. 

Prof. WiLt1aMs: Are there no possible means where- 
yy we can accept it ? 

Prof. Merram: The size of the cast is 12ft. 4in. long, 
l2ft. high, and 9ft. on the stand. 1 do not see how it 
is possible to get it inside the building. 

lhe PresipENT : The important thing is it must be 
under cover, it must be indoors. That is expressly 
mentioned. 

Prof. WittiaMs : Is not it possible to accept it, and 
have it honsed somewhere else until the time arrives 
when we can accommode it ? 

Mr. Srockman: May [ask if this gift is of any par- 
ticular value to us as a Coilege ? 

Mr. Simpson : Not beyond this, that it is the work of 
p meaner of onr own profession, and it is the King’s 

rse, 


LA hl ° 
ne: I beg to move the adoption of the 
ort. 


Mr. Fraser seconded the motion, which was carried 
wnananimously, 
Hon. AssoctaTE CoMMITTEE. 


Prof. Merram read the report of a meeting of this 
ne held on the 9th January, which stated that a 

pation submitted by Prof. Dewar that Mr. 
( “ \utherford, _ Veterinary Director-General of 
“nada, should receive the Diploma of Hon. Associate 


Cc 


mend to the Council that Mr. J. G. Rutherford is a fit 
and proper person to receive the Diploma of Hon. 
Associate. 

On the motion of Prof. Mrerram, seconded by Prof. 
Dewar, the Report was adopted. 

Prof. Dewar: I have hen 4 pleasure in formally mov- 
ing that J. G. Rutherford, Veterinary Director-General 
for Canada, be elected an Honorary Associate of this 
College. 

Mr. Fraser: Will you allow me to second that, be- 
cause it gives me particular pleasure to do so. I have 
not the pleasure of being acquainted with Mr. Ruther- 
ford, but I do know his reputation in the Dominion, and 
he stands, and deservedly stands, high in the estimation 
of men who can value services rendered to the Colony. 
I also had it from one of the Cabinet Ministers of the 
Dominion Government that they very highly value his 
character and the service he is rendering. He is reflect- 
ing credit not only upon himself, but through himself 
upon us; and in thus acknowledging his services I think 
we are doing ourselves and him a service. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 


WALLEY MEMORIAL PRIZE. 


The Secretary read the report, which stated that the 
Examination was held on October 5th, 1907, at London, 
Dublin, and Edinburgh simultaneously. Eight candi- 
dates entered but only six presented themselves for ex- 
amination. The marks were as follows:—1. 227, Ist.; 
2.—151, 4th; 3.—217, 3rd; 5.—220, 2nd; 7.--104, 6th; 
8.— 164, 5th. 

The prize, value £6 12. 4d. has been therefore awarded 
to A. W. Shilston, a pupil of the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, London. 

On the motion of Mr. Mutyry, seconded by Mr. Simp- 
SON, the Report was adopted. 


FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


The Secretary reported that the following gentlemen 
were candidates for the Fellowship Examination, and 
were accepted :—-John Herbert Carr; George Dunne ; 
Walter Russell ; William P. Stableforth ; C. E. Perry, 
and Capt. R. C. Cochrane. 


ELECTION OF EXAMINER IN HISTOLOGY AND 
PuysioLocy. Cuass B. 

The Secretary read a letter, dated the 8th Novem- 
ber, 1907, from Prof. W. D. Haliburton, resigning the 
Examinership in Histology and Physiology, Class B., as 
he did not realise when he accepted the position that it 
would occupy so much time. 

Mr. Mutvey: As there is only one nomination | beg 
to propose that Prof. T. H. Milroy, M.D., B.Sc., Queen’s 
College, Belfast, be elected the Examiner in Histology 
and Pathology, Class B. 

Prof. MerraM seconded the motion, which was carried. 


DaTE or FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION, 


The PresipENT : The date corresponding to the date 
of the examination last year would be the 16th May, 
That, | have every reason to believe, would be a con- 
venient date this year ; that is, the Saturday intervening 
between the written and the oral examinations in Scot- 
land. And it is understood that unless the majority of 
the candidates should be from S otland the examination 
will, as usual, be in London. 

This was agreed to. 


Nortick OF Morion. 
The Prestpent : I desire to give notice of my inten- 
tion to move at the next Council meeting, “ That the 
London University Junior Schools Examination Certifi- 
cate, to include the required subjects, be added to 





was ¢ : : 
’S carefully considered, and it was resolved to recom- 


Schedule 1 on;p. 87.” 
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Mr. Wraae: I want to give notice that Bye-laws 29 
and 30 should be altered as follows :--“ 29. The Council 
shall annually elect at their first meeting an auditor who 
shall be a chartered accountant who shall prepare the 
annual balance-sheet for which he shall receive a fee of 
five guineas. The auditor shall be summoned to inspect 
the accounts of the College prepared by the Treasurer 
and examined by the Finance Committee. 

30. All accounts when ‘passed by the auditor shall be 
signed by him previous to being submitted to the 
annual general meeting.” 

The effect of the alteration is that one auditor, a 
chartered accountant, be elected instead of three. 

Oruer Business. 

The PrestvENt: I should like to consult the Council 
with regard to one matter. We have had for a year or 
two a number of what are practically duplicate bye- 
laws relating to examinations in General Knowledge 
and the course of the professional education also, and 
some of these bye-laws, amended by later ones, have 
really now become obsolete. I want to consult the 
Council whether it is necessary to formally pass the 
motion that they now be omitted from the list of bye- 
laws. My own opinion is that it is unnecessary, that 
where they have virtually ceased to have effect that 
they should now be omitted. That would involve a re- 
numbering of the bye-laws, and [ venture to suggest 
that that also can be done without passing a resolution. 
It will take a little time before we become familiar 
= the new numbering, but that is perfectly unavoid- 
able. 

Mr. Mutvey: Do I understand that the task of decid- 
ing as to these bye-laws is to be— 

The PrestpENtT: That it should be referred to the 
Publication Committee to revise the Register, with re- 
gard to these and other points that may appear to be 
necessary. 

Mr. Mutvey: [ move in that respect. 

Mr. TriccerR : I second that. 

The PrestpENT: And that gives authority to make 
such alterations as appear not to call for the usual three 
months notice.—-Agreed to. 

On the motion of Prof. Williams, seconded by Dr. 
MclI. McCall, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
the President for his conduct in the chair, which the 
President briefly acknowledged, and the meeting termi- 
nated. 





TUBERCULOSIS AND THE MILK SUPPLY 
[N BIRMINGHAM. 


A Spreciat Rerort By THE MEpicAL OFFICER OF 
HEALTH AND THE VETERINARY SUPERINTENDENT, 
1907. 

(Concluded from p. 500). 


In 1901 Prof. Koch himself, amid a storm of dissent, 
raised a doubt as to the identity of the two diseases, 
at the British Congress on Tuberculosis. In his ad- 
dress he said : 

“ Considering these fact, I feel justified in maintaining 
that human tuberculosis differs from bovine, and cannot 
be transmitted to cattle... . But, now, how is it with 
the susceptibility of man to bovine tuberculosis. ... . 
It is impossible to give the question a direct answer, 
because of course the experimental investigation of it 
with human beings is out of the question. .... 
shuuld estimate the extent of infection by milk and the 
flesh of tubercular cattle, and the butter made from 
their milk, as hardly greater than that of hereditary 
transmission ; and I, therefore, do not deem it advisable 


The question raised was so important from the point 
of view of the prevention of tuberculosis in the human 
subject that our Government very shortly afterwards 
(August 31st, 1901) appointed a Royal Commission to 
investigate it. Similar enquiries have also been made 
by other Governments. As our Royal Commission 
have recently issued an interim report dealing with 
the more important questions involved, the time ap- 
pears to be opportune for giving the general results of 
their findings. 

The important part of this report is the second in- 
terim report, issued January, 1907, price 93d. This con- 
tains a summary of the investigation, and the conclu- 
sions arrived at up to the timeof issue. Other volumes 
have already appeared detailing particular parts of this 
investigation, but these, however, are mainly intended 
for experts. 

Fortunately for our present purpose, the finding of 
the Commission on the main point is given in such pre- 
cise terms that it will be unnecssary to do more than 
reprint it. 

“ We may briefly sum up the bearings of the results 
at which we have already arrived as follows :-— 

“There can be no doubt that in a certain number of 

cases the tuberculosis occurring in the human subject, 

especially in children, is the direct result of the intro- 

duction into the human body of the bacillus of bovine 
tuberculosis ; and there can also be no doubt that in the 
majority at least of these cases the bacillus is introduced 

through cows’ milk. Cows’ milk containing bovine 

tubercular bacilli is clearly a cause of tubercu'osis, and 

of fatal tuberevlosis in man. 

“Of the sixty cases of human tuberculosis investi- 

gated by us, fourteen of the viruses belonged to Group], 

that is to say, contained the bovine bacillus. If, instead 

of taking all these sixty cases, we confine ourselves to 

cases of tuberculosis in which the bacilli were apparently 

introduced intou the body by way of the alimentary 

canal, the proportion of Group 1 becomes very much 

larger. Cf the total sixty cases investigated by us, 

twenty-eight possessed clinical histories indicating 

that in them the bacillus was introduced through the 

alimentary canal. Of these thirteen belonged to Group 

1. Ofthe nine cases in which cervical glands were 

studied by us, three, and of the nineteen cases in which 

the lesions of abdominal tuberculosis were studied by 

us, ten belong to Group 1. 

“These facts indicate that a very large proportion of 

tuberculosis contracted by ingestion is due to tubercle 

bacilli of bovine source. 

“A very large amount of disease and loss of life, 
especially among the young, must be attributed to the 
consumption of cows’ milk containing tubercle bacilli. 
The presence of tubercle bacilli in cows’ milk can be 
detected, though with some difficulty, if the proper 
means be adopted, and such milk ought never to be 
used as food. There is far less difficulty in recogaising 
clinically that a cow is distinctly suffering from tubercu- 
losis, in which case she may be yielding tuberct 
ious milk. The milk coming from such a cow ought not 
to form part of human food, and indeed, ought not to he 
used as food at all. 

“ Our results clearly point to the necessity of measures 
more stringent than those at present enforced  helng 
taken to prevent the sale or consumption o! suc 
milk.” 

Itis probably unnecessary here to say that the above 
statement, based on experimental evidence, correspon’ 
closely with the best opinions of the most compete! 
observers in the Medical and Veterinary profession 
The detailed findings of the Commission follow ve") 
closely the findings of other research workers 1 the 
same subjects. 

For practical purposes, then, there appears 20 be no 
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human subject ; and, as before stated, an appreciable | ing house, and that the discontinuance of any one already 
amount of the supply sent into Birmingham is containi- | existing shall be ordered on the certificate, either of the 


nated with this infection. 


Medical Officer of Health that it is injurious to the 


Toenable your Committee to consider whether any | bealth of human beings residing near it, or of the Veteri- 
further steps can be taken locally to prevent this source | nary Inspector that it is not a place wherein cows ought 


of tuberculosis, certain other points need to be men- 
tioned. 


to be kept for the purposes of milk supply, and that it is 
incapable of being made so. 


In the first place tuberculosis in dairy cattle is very! “12. That the conditions of the attached cowsheds 


prevalent throughout the British Isles, and, indeed, in 


that shall warrant the registering of a dairy in a popu- 


most other countries where these animals are housed for|lous place, whether technically urban or rural, in the 


wilk-producing purposes. The prevalence varies from 
wil np to as high as 80 or 90 per cent. of dairy cows. 
Intwo large herds supplying milk to this City which 
were specially tested for tuberculosis 22 per cent. of the 
cows in one herd, and 28 per cent. of the cows in the 
other, were found to be affected. It is probable that 
only a limited number of cows affected with tuberculosis 
secrete milk which contains the germ of tuberculosis, so 
that from the point of view of preventing tuberculosis 
in the human subject by the use of infected milk and 
meat, the extent to which the disease is prevalent is 
only of indirect importance. While this is so, the 
disease is one which annually causes enormous loss to 
stock owners of this country, and therefore any pro- 
cedure which is designed to protect the consumer of milk 
and meat should at the same tlme aim at limiting the 
luss occasioned to stock-owners by the disease. 

In 1896 a Royal Commission was appointed to enquire 
and report “ what administrative procedures are avail- 
able and would be desirable for controlling the danger 
to man through the nse as food of the meat and milk 
of tuberculous animals ; and what are the considerations 
which should govern the action of the responsible 
authorities in condemning for the purposes of food snp- 
plies animals’ carcases or meat exhibiting any stage of 
tuberculosis,” 

This Commission issued its Report in 1898. After 
making certain recommendations relating to meat in 
spection, slaughter-houses, and meat inspectors, the 
Commissioners make the following recommendations 
relating to milk :-— 


MILK. 
).-—DIsEASES IN THE Uppers oF Cows. 


ed 


_ "7. We recommend that notification of every disease 
inthe udder shall be made compulsory, under penalty, 
on the owners of all cows, whether in private dairies or 
those of which the milk is offered for sale. 

_“8. We recommend that fer purposes of excluding 
lrom their districts the milk of cows affected with tuber- 
culosis of the udder, or exhibiting clinical symptoms of 
the disease, local authorities should be given powers 
somewhat similar to those of Sections 24-27 of the Glas- 
gow Police (Amendment) Act, with power to slaughter 
such cows, subject to compensation under the conditions 
named in the report. 

9. Wealso recommend that powers shall be given 
to Local Authorities to take samples and make analyses 
rom time to time of the milk produced or sold in their 
districts, and that milk vendors shall be required to 
Supply sufficient information as to the sources from 
which their milk is derived. 
ten ont where milk and milk products are received 
incurred ine countries, any costs that may be thus 
oan in their examination shall be borne by the im- 
E.—CowsHeps, Byres, Erc. 


Beant he? recommend that the Local Government 
adopt ~ i . to require Local Authorities to 
that sh I'b ations as to dairies, cowsheds, etc., where 

«all be found not to have been done already. 
hat in future no cowshed, byre, or shippon, 


other th: : : 
er than those already registered, shall be permitted or 


future shall include the following :— 

1. An impervious floor. 

2. A sufficient water supply for flushing. 

3. Proper drainage. 

4, A depot for the manure at a sufficient distance 
from the byres. 

5. A minimum cubic contents as regards such districts 
of from 600 to 800 feet for each adult beast, varying 
according to the average weight of the animals. 

6. A minimum floor space of 50 feet to each adult 
beast. 

7. Sufficient light and ventilation. 

“While we have prescribed a mininium cubic contents 
and floor space without mentioning definite dimensions 
affecting ventilation and lighting, we are distinctly of 
opinion that these are by far the most important, and 
that requirements as to cubic and floor space are mainly 
of value as tending to facilitate adequate movement of 
air. 

“ Existing cowsheds should be obliged to conform to 
the prescribed regulations within a period of twelve 
months from the time of the regulations coming into 
force. 

“13. The same conditions as those recommended for 

populous places should apply to cowsheds in sparsely 
populated places, except in so far as cubic contents per 
cow are concerned; as regards these cubic contents, such 
space per cow should be provided as would, in view of 
the surronnding circumstances, secure reasonable venti- 
lation without draught But the physical circumstances 
prevailing in difference localities being so various, we do 
not find it practicable to prescribe uniform minimum 
requirements in this respect. 
“14. We recommend that where cows housed in one 
district supply milk to another district, the Local 
Authority of the district in which the cows are housed 
shall be bound, when required, to supply to the Local 
Authority of the district in which the milk is sold or 
consumed, full information and veterinary reports regard - 
ing the condition of tle cows, byres, etc., whence the 
milk is drawn. Where the Local Authority of one dis- 
trict are dissatisfied with the reports so obtained, they 
may apply to the Local Government Board, with a view 
to an independent inspection and report being made. 


“ F.--ELIMINATION OF BovINE TUBERCULOSIS. 


“15. We recommend that funds be placed at the dis 
posal of the Board of Agriculture in England and Scot- 
land, and of the Veterinary Department of the Privy 
Council in Ireland, for the preparation of commercial 
tuberculin, and that stockowners be encouraged to test 
their animals by the offer of a gratuitous supply of 
tuberculin, and the gratuitous services of a veterinary 
surgeon on certain conditions. 

“These conditions shall be :— 

(a) That the test be applied by a veterinary surgeon. 
(4) That tuberculin be supplied only to such owners 
as will undertake to isolate re-acting animals from 
healthy ones. 

(c) That the stock to be tested shall be kept under 
satisfactory sanitary conditions,and more especially that 
sufficient air space, ventilation, and light be provided in 
the buildings occupied by the animals. 

“16. Werecommend that the Board of Agriculture 





re ney. sere 
Sstered in urban districts within 100 feet of any dwell- 


in England and Scotland, and the Veterinary Depart- 
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ment of the Privy Council in Ireland undertake the 


circulation among agricultural societies of instructions | 


for the proper use of the tuberculin test, with explana- 
tion of the significance of re-action, and directions for 
effective isolation of re-acting animals.” 

Owing to the doubt thrown by Professor Dr. Koch on 
the danger arising from milk, practically no steps have 
been taken to put in Gperation the recommendations in 
question. 

The suggestion as to the use of tuberculin under pro- 
per conditions is one which has been found to be emi- 
nently successful elsewhere. The Commissioners, after 
inspecting certain farms where it had been successfully 
carried out, described the method advocated by Bang in 
the following way :— 

“By merely separating, therefore, the sound from 
the re-acting animals, feeding the calves born from the 
first day of life on boiled milk, submitting once or twice 
a year the healthy animals to a fresh test, placing such 
as re-act on the other side of a partition, and purchasing 
only such animals that have stood the tuberculin test, 
he believes that in a few yearsa healthy herd may take 
the place of one that had been markedly affected.” 


The method recommended by the Royal Commission | 


is not by any means the only method which is now being 
put in operation on a practical scale. To mention only 
one other method, Von Behring published in 1902 a 
method which has been largely utilised in Germany and 
the United States. It consists of vaccinating young 
animals so as to render them insusceptible to the 
disease. 
TUBERCULOSIS IN THE HUMAN SUBJECT. 


The extent to which death is caused by all forms of 
tuberculosis is set out in the accompanying table, which 
is reproduced from the annual report of the Medical 
Officer of Health :— 


| TUBERCULOSIS OF LUNGS. 





























1902 4 14 12 9 130 419 255 31 874 
1903 4 Yj 7 11 87 377 230 31 754 
| 1904 5 21 5 9 109 376 259 32 806 
1905 6 14 5 9 115 373 203 34 759 
1906 2 13 «210 8 89 325 204 21 672 
TUBERCULOSIS OF INTESTINES. 
1902 56 35 — 1 Ss =F 2 w@ 
1903 67 28 7 3 2 4 2 — 113 
1904 54 39 4 2 3 3 2 — 107 
1905 45 38 3 1 3 3 l — 94 
1906 30 22 4 5 2 3 1 1 8 
OTHER Forms or TUBERCULOSIS. 
1902 17 2i 5 4 8 5 4 — 64 
1903 17 15 6 6 7 18 14 2 8) 
1904 13 21 II 6 5 19 6 4 8) 
(1905 10 15 7 3 9 17 12 5 % 
| 1906 9 11 5 1 17 17 7 2 69 
Total 431 487 132 91 602 1966 1207 156 5072 








It will be noted that tubercular meningitis and tuber 
_culosis of the intestines are pecularly diseases of chil- 
dren under five years of age. No less than 78 per cent. 

of all the deaths from tubercular meningitis were of chil- 
dren under five years of age, while 85 per cent. of the 
deaths from tuberculosis of the intestines were of chil- 
|dren under five years old. In the case of tuberculosis 
of the intestines 53 per cent. were of children under one 

year of age. It has been pointed out that possibly the 

cause of this large incidence of tuberculosis of the intes- 
| tines in young children is the milk supply. 














DISEASE. 1895 1896* 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 1902* 1903 1904 1905 1906 
Abdominal Tuberculosis 66 61 57 64 78 104 131 92 113 107 94 68 
Tubercular Meningitis 94 #76 79 ~=©102 63 56 88 63 73 73 68 = 75 
Phthisis 718 694 679 718 841 847 903 874 754 806 759 672 
Other forms of Tuberculosis 127 =—«:12) 122 70 96 71 83 64 85 85 78 = 69 
Total deaths 1005 952 937 954 1078 1078 1205 1093 1025 1071 999 = 884 
Mortality rate 2:02 1°87 1°86 187 210 208 230 2°04 +193 2°00 1°84 162 


Taking the last five years there were altogether 5,072 
deaths, and these occurred at the following ages :— 


Under 1 year 431 
land under 5 years 487 
5 4 » lO , 132 
10 ,, » Ls ,, 91 
a ee 602 
2 4 oy 445g 1,966 
Mae i ee. 1,207 
65 and upwards 156 


Deaths at ages from :— 





TUBERCULAR MENINGITIS. 





01 1-5 5-10 10-15 15-25 25-45 45-65 65up Total 
3 H 


1902 21 3 1 1 — -— 63 
1903 23 37 5 2 4 2-—- — 73 
1904 21 32 9 4 3 1 3 — 73 
1905 14 43 7 ] 2 i- — 68 
1906 13 38 17 2 5 — _-_ — 75 





*53 weeks. 





Any table showing the total number of deaths doe 
not give a very correct idea of the extent to which tht 
disease is prevalent, because in children by far its mo 
frequent types are those of bone disease, causing lam 
ness for life, hunchback, etc., and glandular disease. 

The points to which we respectfully wish to drawyo" 
Committee’s attention are :— ; i 

1. That Birmingham milk, to the extent of probabl) 
over 10 per cent., is infected with tuberculosis. 

2. That there isa decided amount of danger to hum? 
beings from the consumption of this milk. il 

3. That recommendations have been made by a lis 
Commission as to available means of reducing the P” 
valence of the disease. tl 

4. That no direct steps are being taken at the -— 
time other than the operation of the Milk Ca 
local Acts, to combat this source of human tuberctlos* 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

Joun Rosertson, M.D., ith 
Medical Officer of He 
Joan Matcoum, F.R.C.V | 
Veterinary Superm tenden'. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
a | Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. |. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep! Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-]| Out- | Slangh- 
breaks| mals. freak mals. breaks mals. bogs. Other eae breaks. | tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Jan.11] 22 | 30] 17| 48] | 43] 30 | 139 
1907 ..] 16 | 24 22 | 36 | 43{ 36 | 138 
Corresponding week in 1906... 11 | #15 36 | 459 31 15 93 
iA 1905 J 8 | 28] 26 | 42 37 is | 51 
Total for 2 weeks, 1908 oe «s 48 = 68 | | 28 y2 97 79 320 
1907... 30 | 45 31 57 70 81 351 
Corresponding period in {1906 ..] 28 | 34 59 «96 | 51 34 153 
1905 ..| 46 | 91 5382 106 33 95 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. i4 19(8. 
IRELAND. Week ended Jan 4 | . 7 # ; , i: = cy | 2 26 
1907 .. - - se 12 3 | 22 
Corresponding Week in { 1906 .. - 2 ee es 18 Pe a 
1905 1 1 +e § 25 | 1 H 














Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 9, 1908 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infecticn 








CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 





1907 1906 1905 1904 

Outbreaks in December 5 6 6 i) 

Twelve months 77 85 169 162 
TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE. 


Abstract of proceedings at meeting of representatives 
of Agricultural and Breed Societies, held at the Royal 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, N., on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 11th, 1907. 


Lorp NortHBrookK (the Chairman ): Gentlemen, I 
think that in the first place we ought to express our 
thanks to the Royal Agricultural Hall Company and the 
Smithtield Club for allowing us to make use of this room 
upon this occasion. 

I should like to say that this meeting is not a public 
ineeting and that invitations have not been sent to the 

tess to be present. If any representatives of the Press 

appen to be here nnder any misapprehension, I trust 
that they will not make a report of the proceedings. 


and it was for that reason that the Council of the Royal 
' Agricultural Society decided, with a view to ultimately 
forming a powerful and representative Committee of 
farmers and stock-breeders, to appoint a Committee of 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England to communi- 
cate with the different Societies for the purpose of watch- 
ing the interests of Agriculture in view of possible legis- 
lation with regard to the Tuberculosis question. 

I may, perhaps, say one word as to any omission which 
we may accidentally have made in sending invitations 
to those societies which are more particularly interested 
in the Meat question. If we overlooked any of those 
societies, it was because we knew that the Milk question 








was a more imminent one, and that the Government were 
not prepared to deal with the question at present, and, 
therefore, when we form a Committee, it will be possible 
for that Committee, by adding to their numbers, to put 
on representatives of the societies more directly inter- 
ested in the Meat Trade. 

I would take it that our position in this matter at 
present is a defensive one. I do not suppose that there 
is anyone in this room who would be opposed to any 
legislation for the purpose of ensuring a supply of milk 
or of meat pure and not infected with disease ; we none 
of us, I am sure, would take such a strong line as that ; 








Notes will be taken, and a report of what has taken place | 
will be furnished to them for publication, if they so | 
“sire, I feel that it is necessary for me to trouble you | 
with a few preliminary remarks. | 
latin, tye reason to believe that at an early date legis- | 
tion will be introduced into the House of Commons | 
or the purpose of dealing with the question of the Milk 
wee especially with regard to the question of Tuber- 
eee I understand that the question of the Meat | 
‘ply will not be dealt with for the present, because | 
on resident of the Board of Agriculture has informed | 
torn, up till now, the Government have come to no | 
‘ion as to what line they will take upon that mat- 


t : : : 

“. Any legislation of this sort must affect to some 
egree, and 
the stock-} 





may affect very seriously, the interests of 
reeders and stock-owners in this country ; | 


but there must be a provision that by that legislation no 
injustice is done to stock-breeders and stock-owners, and 
that they are adequately compensated for any loss which 
they may sustain from measures v hich are necessary for 
the protection of the general public. 

I would venture to suggest that the first step which 
we should take would be in the appointment of an 
influential Committee representing al] the interests 
which are concerned in the matter, and that we should 
have upon that Committee representatives of breeders, 
of farmers, of the dairy industry, and of everybody who 
could possibly be affected. It appears to me to be most 
important that the Committee, if this meeting thinks 
right to appoint one, should be as widely represent itive 
as possible, because, to my mind, it is essential that all 
those who are affected should be able to speak authori- 





an 
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tatively with one voice, and with no uncertain voice, 
when they come to deal with a public department. 

If you decide to-day to appoint that Comumnittee, as I 
hope you may be induced to do, I take it that the duties 
of that Cominittee would be, in the first place, to collect 
information, facts, and figures bearing on this question, 
to obtain evidence from farmers and dairy farmers as to 
the matter from their point of view, to put themselves 
in correspondence with local societies throughout the 
country, to ascertain the views of the different interests 
affected, and to discuss how best and in what manner 
the case can be most satisfactorily represented to the 
Board of Agriculture, to the Local Governnient Board, 
or to the Government, and, if necessary, that they should 
consider what action can best be taken in order to 
obtain what we would believe to be justice—if we think 
that any hardship is really going to be imposed upon the 
dairy farmers or others interested. 

Now I must say one word as to the position of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England in this matter. 
It has been brought to our notice that a clause in the 
Original Charter excludes the Royal Agricultural 
Society from action upon any “questions pending or to 
be bronght forward in either of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment.” I think that perhaps that clanse in our Charter 
is now becoming a little obsolete. It was, of course, 
very rightly, and very properly, intended that the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England should take no part 
whatever in what is known as party politics ; but it 
seems to me to be a hardship that in a matter like this, 
where I think that the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England might be expected to take a leading part, that 
is, in endeavouring to protect the interests of Agricul- 
ture, we should be debarred from joining in any Com- 
mittee such as I shonld venture to propose you should 
create to-day. But, however, there it is, the fact 
remains. Under these conditions it is impossible for 
the Royal Agricultural Society to be represented as a 
corporate body on any such Committee, although, of 
course, if it is your pleasure to appoint individual 
members of the Society, they would be able to serve, 
and I am sure that they would very willingly give their 
services. 

Now, with more hesitation, I venture to ake another 
suggestion, that, if a Committee be appointed, we shall 
leave the discussion of what [ call the scientific side of 
the question, that is, the question of whether bovine and 
human tnberculosis are the same thing, and what is the 
effect of injecting tuberculin into animals—that we 
should leave this rather difficult scientific and technical 
problem to be dealt with by the Committee rather than 
by a general discussion. It has been my experience in 
discussing this tuberenlin question among my friends, 
to find that it has been extremely difficult for me to keep 
myself, or even to keep my friends, to the point under 
discussion. We were generally led into relating our 
personal experiences of the tuberculin test, which, how- 
ever interesting to us individually, do not lead us to any 
very practical result. I, therefore, feel that a public 
discussion upon such a technical question would be apt to 
wander overa wide tield with very little practical result. 

The Right Hon. Victor Cavenpisu, M.P.: Lord 
Northbrook, my lords, and gentlemen, I rise for the pur- 
pose of moving that a Committee, representative of the 
cattle, breed, dairy, and other societies, be formed for 
the purpose of watching the interests of Agricultnre in 
view of possible legislation with regard to Milk and 
Meat Supply. The position, of course, is rather a deli- 
cate and rather a difficult one. It is often assumed, 
when a committee of this character has been appointed, 
that it implies some hostility, but I think that there 

need be no misapprehension of that sort in this case. 
We wish to take up no attitude of hostility. We have 
only a very definite work to perform, and that is to see 
that, in what may be for the good of the general public, 


there should be no injury done to any particular class, 

In addition to the motion which I have the honour to 
propose, I would suggest that this Committee should 
consist of four representatives from the Central Chamber 
of Agriculture, one representative from each of the breed 
societies, and the ten gentlemen who served upon the 
committee of the Royal Agricultura] Society. Although, 
for the reasons that have been named by Lord North- 
brook, they are unable to act as a committee, yet we 
might choose them as ten representatives upon the very 
substantial, and, I believe, very useful Committee which 
we hope to form. May I read you the names? They 
are as follows: Lord Northbrook, Lord Moreton, the 
Hon. Cecil Parker, Mr. C. R. W. Adeane, Mr. J. Bowen- 
Jones, Mr. Richardson Carr, Mr. Ernest Mathews, Mr, 
Claude M.S. Pilkington, Mr. Richard Stratton and Mr, 
George Taylor. Further than that, I propose that the 
British Dairy Farmers’ Association should be repre- 
sented, that the Duke of Richmond and Gordon (Presi- 
dent of the Smithfield Club), and Sir John M’Fadyean, 
the Principal of the Royal Veterinary College be asked 
toserve. I would further propose that there should be 
only one other provision, namely, that the Committee 
should have power to add to their number if they thought 
fit to doso. 

Lord Dicsy: It is with very much pleasure that [ 
rise to second the resolution which has just been pro- 
posed. I think that it is a most important one, becanse 
one does not know, at the present time, what possible or 
impossible legislation may not be proposed. With those 
words, I beg most heartily to second the resolution. 

The CuarRMAN: It has been proposed and seconded 
that, as a commencement, the Committee should consist 
of the following gentlemen : four representatives of the 
Central Chamber of Agriculture, one representative of 
each of the breed societies, the members of thie late 
Committee which was formed by the Royal Agricultural 
Society on the matter, the Duke of Richmond and 
Gordon, President of the Smithfield Club, Sir Jolin 
M‘Fadyean, Principal of the Royal Veterinary College, 
and arepresentative of the British Dairy Farmers’ Asso 
ciation, with power to add to their number. 

The motion was carried. 

A Detecate: May I say a word? I am a large 
grazier and salesman in the London market, and [ think 
that meat is the principal thing that wants looking after. 
I think that the meat interest should be represented, and 
that the state of things ought to be taken into considera 
tion. What makes me say this is because we are all on 
the milk side of the question now. 

The CHAtRMAN: Weare all on the milk side of the 
question because the milk question is imminent, and we 
know from the President of the Board of Agriculture 
that, at an early date, a Bill dealjng with the milk supply 
question is going to be bronght in, but that the meat 
supply question is put off for the present. I entirely 
agree with what you say. I think that the question o! 
the meat supply is as important as the question ol the 
milk supply. We have to deal with the milk questio" 
as the most imminent question, but, having done that, 
we certainly ought to have the meat interest represented 
strongly on the Committee. a 

Mr. A. Harrison: It appears to me that the idea 4 
that the question with regard to the milk industry ™ 
more pressing than the question with regard to the mes 
industry. I would like to say that in the part from 
which [ come, Lincolnshire—I represent an Associaticn 
ot three thousand farmers—the meat question I ag 
ing us very hardly indeed. Good carcases appe 98: 
have been cut down by people who have had no pre ie 
ional training whatever. One would like to see that 
meat side of the question is not overlooked. het 

Mr. Ropert FisHer: There is one little watter the 
strikes me, I think that it is more a matter for 





Committee than for this meeting. I do feel very muci 
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that [ should rather prefer that, as soon as possible, 
when it may be, we should get under the Board of 
Agriculture and get out of the Local Governmant Board. 
I would rather be witha man we know than with a man 
we do not know. 
Mr. R. H. Powe tt: I would like to propose a resolu- 
tion to the effect that the Committee should bear in 
mind more than anything that the whole question of 
tuberculosis should be gone into at one time, and that 
the question of dairying and the question of meat should 
not be separated. I think that more pressure could be 
brought to bear upon the Government if this Committee 
had the whole question gone into, so that without any 
delay some measure could be passed by which those 
people who were unfortunate enough to have tubercu- 
lous animals, could be properly compensated when the 
animals were killed. If somebody would kindly second 
it, 1 would propose that it be a recommendation to the 
Committee to do all in their power to influence the 
Government to bring up the whole question and not 
shelve part of it. [represent the East Sussex Farmers’ 
Association. 
Mr. Drssue: I should be very pleased to second that. 
Mr. F. J. Luoyp : I should like to ask whether I may 
be allowed at this meeting to move a resolution. We 
have in this room one of the largest and most influ- 
ential meetings which I have ever seen interested in this 
great question of tuberculosis, and I think that it 
would be losing a great opportunity if we broke up with- 
out passing some resolution and sending that resolution 
to the Minister of Agriculture, to let him know the feel- 
ing of agriculturists in this country upon this most im- 
portant subject. 
The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps I may say, with regard to 
the speeches that have been made, and with regard to 
what was said by the gentleman from Lincoln as to the 
grievances of butchers, that no doubt will come under 
the general meat question and be considered by the 
Committee. With regard to Mr. Fisher’s pooposal, [ 
think that he voices what isa very general feeling of all 
agriculturists, and that is that, if there is to be inspe:t- 
ion of dairy her¢s at all, we would much sooner have 
that under the Board of Agriculture than we would be 
left to the tender mercies of the Local Government 
Board. We have rather a dread of the medical officer 
of health in these matters, and we would much sooner 
have a recognised veterinary surgeon. I am sure that 
weall of us have very great contidence in the present 
director of veterinary affairs of the Board of Agriculture, 
Mr. Stockman. As to the resolution moved by Mr. 
Powell, .[ understand that this is not to be an instruc- 
tion, but a recommendation which will be referred to 
the Committee for their consideration. Will you move 
your resolution now, Mr. Lloyd ? 
_Mr. Luoyp : I will read the resolution which I should 
ike tosee passed. I think that it will be unanimously 
accepted and that it might benefit the cause to a large 
‘xtent. Therefore, I move that we pass this resolution : 
That no attempt to deal with tubercnlosis in dairy 
tattle without proper compensation will be acceptable 
0 theagriculturists of the United Kingdom.” It seems 
that the very first principle which we must put clearly 
ore the Government is that question of fair com- 
bensation for any damage done to the agriculturists of 
ngland for the benefit of the public at large. 
e. .Samurt Krpner: I have very much pleasure in 
oe the resolution. I think that it is of the ut- 
. ; Mportance that we should let those who are going 
; tame the measure know, at the earliest possible 
‘went, what our views are. 
dion, J!2HERBERT-BrockHOoLEs : I should like to call 
ition to the danger of passing a resolution drawing 


on specially to what is only one point. It rather 


Mr. Ricwarp Stratton : I cannot think that it will 
be wise to elaborate these particular questions to any 
very great extent here. I think that they might be 
very safely left to the wisdom of this Committee when 
it is fully appointed and when it is made fully represen- 
tative, as it is intended to be. 

The CuarRMAN: With regard to the resolution pro- 
posed by Mr. Lloyd, and seconded by Mr. Kidner, I 
thiuk that it is one which probably would meet with 
general acceptance here. As I understand, the mean- 
ing of it is that, in the case of compulsory slaughter in 
cases of tuberculosis, there should he a proper compen- 
sation. Weare, all of us, agreed upon that point ; but 
I think that, as has been pointed out by Mr. Brockholes 
and Mr. Stratton, it isa matter which we may safely 
leave to the Committee. 

Mr. ADEANE: I hope that we shall not on this occas- 
ion do anything which is premature. We have appoint- 
ed a Committee in which, I hope, we have confidence, 
and, if this resolution is to be pressed, I should like to 
move, as an amendment—‘“ that the question which has 
now been brought forward by Mr. Lloyd be referred to 
the Committee for their consideration.” 

Mr. Durute: I have much pleasure in seconding that 
amendment. I think that it will be a very great pity 
indeed to pass the resolution. I think that it should be 
left to the nucleus committee, which will by and by swell 
to a considerable extent. We can easily see the feeling 
of this meeting, and the feeling of this meeting will, un- 
doubtedly, be well taken up by the Committee. 

A show of hands was taken upon Mr. Adeane’s amend- 
ment, and it was carried. 

Mr. SADLER: My concern now is as to when the com- 
mittee, which has been appointed, will get about 
its work. Unless there is a very early meeting of 
the committee, and unless invitations can be sent out to 
dairy associations and others interested, it will be im- 
possible for the work of this committee, which is so 
urgent, to be done in time for the legislation that is 
promised. That is what I wish to impress upon this 
meeting. I hope that the committee will meet ata very 
early date, so that it can complete its work. 

The CnHatrMaNn: I think that it is certainly most 
desirable that this Committee should meet at a very 
early date. It has been suggested that we should have 
a meeting to-morrow morning. 

The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman. 








REVIEW. 


VETERINARY MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS.— 
By Kenetm Wrnstow, B.A., M.D., M.D.V. Harv. 
Fifth Edition. Revised and Enlarged. Medium 8vo, 
Pp. viij.+855. Cloth, lettered. 25s. net. (Bailliere, 
Tindall and Cox, London.) 


The fact that this work, published only a few years 
ago, has now reached a fifth edition, suggests that it has 
found great favour in America. It must be added that 
this is fully deserved, and that despite its somewhat 
high price it should enjoy considerable vogue amongst 
English readers. 

Perhaps the book may be best reviewed in the course 
of a brief sketch of its plan. The first 85 pages are de- 
voted to general considerations, such as the action, 
absorption, and elimination of drugs, circumstances 
modifying these, and pharmaceutical preparations and 
processes, The next notable feature is a long and clear 
section on the writing of prescriptions, including those 
written in the metric system. Here it should be men- 
tioned that the differences between the weights and 
measures of the B.P., and those in use in America, 
though not ignored, might have been more fully ex- 





Phasises that point, and puts other very important 
Mints in the background. ‘ 


plained with advantage to the English student. We 
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then come to the classification and description of drugs, 
and find not only the actions and uses, but the deriva- 
tion, preparation, and physical and chemical properties 
of each, amply dealt with. Nearly all the more common 
drugs receive consideration, the most striking exception 
being chinosol, which we do not find mentioned, and 
which can scarcely, therefore, be much used in America. 
On the other hand, not a few drugs are included, and 
some therapeutic methods described, which are yet com- 
paratively new in veterinary practice—even if not abso- 
lutely untried. A novel and welcome detail, which 
some readers will find almost invaluable, is the inclusion 
of French and German synonyms for most drugs, in 
addition to English ones. 

Naturally, the official formule of the U.S.P. predomi- 
nate over those of the B.P.—which, though a drawback 
to English students, was scarcely avoidable in a work 
written primarily for Americans. 

This section, which is rendered more handy for refer- 
ence by the addition of a special table of doses, forms 
the bulk of the volume. Following it comes a section 
on “General Therapeutic Measures” including such sub- 
jects as dietetics, counter-irritants, venesection (which 
the author, like some other modern authorities, considers 
extremely valuable), antisepsis and asepsis, the applica- 
tion of heat and cold, and serum therapy. A _ note- 
worthy feature here, which exemplifies the progressive 
character of the volume, is the attention given to the 
injection of saline infusions, and the use of the stomach 
tube—both procedures being practically new in veteri- 
nary medicine, though widely adopted in human prac- 
tice. As the passege of the stomach tube is admittedly 
difficult, the author would do wel! to include a descrip- 
tion of the instrument itself in future editions. 

The book is completed by a condensed epitome of the 
treatment of diseases, embracing both medical and sur- 
gical conditions. This extends to between 60 and 70 
pages of small type, carefully arranged with a view to 
including as much matter as possible, and as its use is 
facilitated by constant references to more detailed infor- 
mation in preceding sections, it will be very helpful to 
most readers. 

In this, as in other portions of the work, we must 
note the not infrequent occurrence of more or less 
marked divergencies from the therapeutical teaching of 
this country. Some of these, in fact, will detract from 
the volume’s usefulness for examination purposes in 
England, though they should increase its interest, 
and probably its value, to the open-minded practi- 
tioner. 

Having mentioned their occurrence, we cannot censure 
Dr. Winslow for his occasional variance from British 
ideas. A book dealing with so vast a subject, and in- 
cluding so many controversial details, must de judged 
as a whole ; and, viewing the present volume thus, it 
must be pronounced a work of very high class, reflecting 
the greatest credit upon the industry and ability of its 
author. Great care has evidently been taken to bring 
it completely up-to-date ; and not the least of its merits 
is that it is written throughout in a clear and concise 
style, with scarcely any interposition of superfluous 
verbiage. 

To sum up, then, the work can only be described as a 
very valuable addition to our professional literature. 
If some details render it unsuitable for use as the sole 
guide in preparing for English examinations, it may 
nevertheless be oommended to any student whose read- 
ing extends beyond that necessary for examination pur- 
poses. The practitioner who desires to follow the ad- 
vance of therapeutics will find it an admirable exposi- 
tion of our present knowledge of the science, containing 
very many hints which will be found useful in every-day 
practice, and not a few passages which may serve as 
suggestions for original work. 

W. R. C. 


Live Stock Import Regulations, Natal. 
The regulations relating to the importation of animals 


Vol. xiii., November, 1906 (p. 489), have been amended 
by an Act dated 10th September, 1907, whereby all 
eattle imported into Natal by sea, except those accom- 
panied by certificates given by qualified veterinary 
officers approved of by the Minister of Agriculture, are 
upon their arrival to be quarantined until tested with 
tuberculin, and not released until certified to be free from 
tuberculosis. If an animal proves to be affected with 
tuberculosis it isto be destroyed. The owner may, how- 
ever, have the option of returning or re-shipping the 
animal, in which case it must be taken direct from the 
quarantine station to the vessel. 

The reason given for the amendment of the original 
Act is that it has been found that animals have arrived 
in Natal accompanied by certificates signed by veteri- 
nary surgeons, and on being tested in Natal have been 
found to be affected with tuberculosis. As such veteri- 
nary certificates do not constitute a sufficient safe-guard 
to the Colony, it is considered necessary that all im- 
ported cattle should be tested with tuberculin. It is 
optional to the Minister of Agriculture whether cattle 
imported by land shall be tested or not. These regula- 
tions do not apply to cattle imported solely for purposes 
of slaughter.—_-/ournal of Board of Agriculture, Dec., 
1907. 








HUNTING TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


Dear Sir,—May [ ask you to make it known that the 
Hunting Testimonial Committee have decided that the 
Fund should be closed on January 31, and that the full 
list will be published on February 29. 

Since the publication of the last list the following 
subscriptions have been received.—Yours faithfully, 

Jno. Matcoitm, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 

Holiiday Street Wharf, Birmingham. 

January 15. 


Lieut. Jelbart, Hyderabad 1 0 0 
Mr. J. McGavin, Montgomery WwW 0 
H. C. Wilkie, Paris 1 0 
W. Wilson, Berkhampstead 0 
C. Hartley and Son, Lincoln ll 6 
Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association 5 0 
Mr. G. Crowhurst, Greenwich 0 
T. J. Woof, me 
W. Willis, Clapham 
C. T. Bray, London 
Dr. J. G. Rutherford, M.R.C.V.8., Ottawa 
Mr. T. Allen Frost, Hounslow 
W. E. Litt, Shrewsbury 
S. W. Pratt, Shanghai ' 
G. Elphick and Sons, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
A. E. Gostling, London 
C.S. Syrett, Ealing 
J. Mel. McCall, Glasgow 
Capt. Durrant, London 
Mr. T. Bowhill, Vancouver 
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Personal. 

Mr. James Taae, M.R.C.V.S., has again been selected 
to judge Arab sires at the forthcoming Show «f the Polo 
and Riding Society on March 13th, at the Royal Agn 
culture Hall, Islington. ee 


————— 











ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette, 10 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Jan. 1”: 


ImperraL Yeomanry (Herts).—J. Tagg to be Vet 


erl- 





nary Lieutenant. (Dec. 19th.) 





into Natal, which were summarised in this Journal, 
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